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MLCCLXXIV, . 


AD 
DOMINOS SPIRITUALES, 
DOCTISSIMI PRESTANTISSIMI VIRI, 


UM veſtram dignitatem in Eccleſia An- 
glicana, Veri Spiritui oppoſitam magis ma- 
giſque cogitemus, noſtri animi mirando, ſtupe- 
facti ſunt ; quo pacto, Illuſtriſſimi Viri, a Sacris 
Literis erraviſſent. Vox Sacra videntibus a pre- 
judiciis liberatis eſt tam manifeſta, ut nulli niſi 
| capti oculis, ſed eam intelligere poſſent. Si- 

| quidem vis lucri veſtros animos inquinati obruit 
poſcendum veniam Deum, de hoc horrifico 

malo. 


Cicero Domini declaravit, quæ veſtris 
præcordiis ſunt digna: © Nemo enim juſtus 
5 eſſe poteſt, qui mortem, qui dolorem, qui 
d exilium, qui egeſtatem, timet; aut qua his 
„ ſunt contraria equitati anteponit. Maxime- 
e que admirantur eum, qui pecunia non mo- 


„ yetur : quod in quo viro perſpectum fit hung 
* dignum ſpectatu arbitrantur,” 


Decet omnes Epiſcopos CictRonis ſenten- 
tias animis conſiderare. Melius eſſet, fi mente 
alta DEI leges in dies revolviſſent. 
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PREPACE: 


T is a comniandment of our Saviour, to 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature : I a 
afraid that I have tranſgreſſed this rule. Our 


Saviour undoubtedly meant God's Creatures; 
but whether my Audience, in their exalted 
ſtation, are ſuch, is ſomewhat problematical, 
But though God did not make them Biſhops, 
or Lords Spiritual, he has made them men 
in this ſenſe they are his Creatures. Perhaps a 

few Sermons may do them good ; they are 
welcome to the. following, whatever may hap- 
pen. There is a period to come, when we 
ſhall all be upon a level, which nen of rank, as 
well as others, would do well to remember. 
Their Graces and Lordſbips cannot be the worſe 
of being put in mind of their latter end. It is 
but ſeldom their Chaplains make ſo free with 
them. I heartily wiſh they may all arrive ſafely 
in the kingdom of Heaven,. though their Mitres 
in this world ſhould be laid in the duff, I ex- 
pect no reward for the ſmall ſervice I have done 


them; 5 


= PREFACE. 


them ; they may read theſe Diſcourſes or not, 
as they pleafe. They have read better, and 
perhaps worſe ; but ſuch as they are, they are 
welcome to peruſe them. If they will be ſo kind 
as to ſet us fręe from the Articles of the Church, 
and the Penal Laws connected therewith, I 
ſhall promiſe never to preach to them any more. 
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For they bind heavy burtlens and Sui 
to be borne, and lay them on men's ſhoul- 
ders; but they themſelves will not move 


them "with one 1 ir fingers, P. 81 


SERMON, IV. 85 


I TIMOTHY, Ch. f iii. ver. 21 


A Biſhop muſt be blameleſs apt to 
teach ; not given to filthy lucre; — not 


covetous, &c. . 101 
8 ERM ON V. 
1 TIMO Tv, Ch. Bi. ver. 2, 25 3. * 


4 Biſhop muſt be Blanche; een 7 
 boſpitality aht to. trench; nat greedy 


of filthy lucre not covetoue, p. 119 
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3 Ch. xViii. ver. = 


But the Tythes of the children of Iſrael, 
which they offer as an heave-offering 
unto the Lord, I have given to the Le- 
vites to inherit : therefore I have ſaid 
wnto them, Among the children of Iſrael 
they ſhall have no inheritance, p. 161 


/ SERMON VI. 
EcCLESIASTES, - Ch. xii. ver. 14. 
For God will bring every work into judge- 


ment, with every ſecret thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil, p. 179 
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And it came to paſs at noon, that Elijab 
. mocked. them, and ſaid, Gry aloud : for 
_ be is a god; either. he is zalking,. or he 
1 purſuing, or he is in a journey, or per- 
adventure he ſlerpeth, and muſt be 
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SERMON I 
MarTHBV, Ch. eil. ver. 4. 


For they bind heavy burdens and grievous 
to be borne, and lay them on men's pul- 
ders; but they themſelver will not move 
them with one of their fingers. 


33 


derſtand this paſſage I muſt re- 


cure to be. All the Decrees con- 


A cerning 


J © help your Reyerences to un- 


fer you to Iſaiah 10, i—They 
are FEES decrees, made by men_ 
in power, to enſlave thoſe who are un- 
der their Juriſdiction:— Of this ſort I 
conceive the preſent Articles of your 
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2 SERMON I. 


cerning the impoſing your Articles are 
unrighteous.— Tour Lordſhips had no 
pöwer to make them at firſt,. and the 
continuance of them is a conſtant uſur- 
pation of the prerogative of Chriſt.— 
As I intend to preach a ſhort word to 
you, who ſeldom preach any yourſelves, 
though you are ſufficiently paid for that 
purpoſe, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew that 
all Laws concerning your Articles are 
| unrighteous, and burdens. grievous-to be 
borne ; and, for the ſake of form, ſhall 


make ſome practical neee 


As to the firſt, all Laws concerning 
your, Articles are contrary to the Great 
charter of liberty in the goſpel, wherewith' 
Chriſt hath made his Diſciples free. I 
have ſeen it aſſerted, by ſome of the beſt 
Engliſh Lawyers, That even a Britiſh 
Parliament, with the King at their head, 
have no. lawful power to make. any Laws 
contrary. to the Great Charter of the 
Kingdom; ; for, in ſuch a caſe, the conſti- 

; tution 


t 


43 — 


| tation 3 be diſolved, and a revoly- 
tion would inſue. Whatever i may be in 


this, it is manifeſt, from the New Teſta - 
| ment, that all decrees which are contra- N 


ry to the Goſpel Charter of Chriſtian Li- 


berty, deſtroy the Conſtitution of the 
Church. Allow me to aſk your Lord- 
ſhips, In what part of the Goſpel, or the 
writings of our Saviour's Apoſtles, you 
find authority for any order of men mak- 


ing rules of Faith for others, and im- 
poſing them upon them on pain of loſs. 
and diſpleaſure. You ought certainly to 
give us ſome ſatisfaction in a matter of 


ſo much conſequence. It is altogether | 


unrighteous to claim a privilege in Re- 


ligion which you can produce no war- 


rant for from the Book where all reli- 
gious privileges are contained. You- 
cannot even ſhew the ſmalleſt hint in all 
that Jeſus and his Apoſtles have ſaid, 
that has any reference to ſuch an order 
of Clergymen as you profeſs to be. Fray, 
do good Sirs! ſhew a Lord Spiritual in 
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that Book, and you ſhall have all due 


our Faith to us, and ſettle the bounds 


Lords of your Faith, but helpers of your joy. 


_ aſſume? To Chriſtians there is but one 


the New Teſtament ; Shew a Moſt, or a 
Right Reverend Father in God, in all 


honours paid you. You ſtare at the de- 
mand.—But it is not reaſonable before 
you receive honours, or aſſume power, 
that you produce your warrant for ſo do- 
ing? But ſuppoſe we ſhould indulge you 
with your titles, and ſuffer you to re- 
ceive praiſe one of another, Yet we can 
ſee no reaſon why you ſhould retail out 


of our Creed. Is it not unrighteous for 
Clergymen to aſſume powers which our 
Saviour hath forbidden, and his Apoſ- 
tles expreſsly refuſed? Pray, my dear 
Doctors, hear what your Redeemer 
ſays, Neither be ye called Maſters, for one 
is your Maſter, even Chrit. Vis apoſtles 
ſays the ſame thing in effect, Ve are not 


What Jeſus has forbidden, and his apoſ- 
tles refuſed, how dare you pretend to 


Lord, 


11866 K 7 


Lord, and one Faith, but! in your Church 
there are twenty-ſix Lords, and two. 
Faiths. The doctrine contained in 
divine revelation, and another very diffe- 
rent, contained in your Articles. I hope 
you will not be ſo daring as to preſume 
to affirm that the Doctrine in the Bible, 
and that contained in the thirty- nine Ar- 
ticles, are the ſame, Remember there is 
no Refurrection of the Dead in all your 
Articles. The want of this doctrine makes 
an eſſential difference, you will perhaps 
fay in your defence, you only impoſe the 
Articles upon Teachers, who are to have 
the care of Souls.—Be ſo kind as ſhew 
your warrant for this. If it is not in the 
Goſpels, or in ſome of the Epiſtles, you 
muſt own you have none, But this prac. 
tice is founded upon the right all Socie - 
ties have over their members. Stop 24 
little.—The Church is a Society, which 
has all things eſtabliſhed by the autho- 
rity of her Lord and Maſter ; her Faith 
— We} m compleatly in the Scriptures, 
F A 3 —_— - 
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and every office and duty is fully and 
perfectly revealed there. A Church is 
a Society formed according to the mind 
of Chriſt, and not according to the will 
of men: All contingencies are provided 
for by him, who knew all his works 
from the beginning, and perfectly forc- 
ſaw what would happen. There can ne- 
ver be any need of Bylaws to anſwer 
purpoſes which could not be forſeen.— 
Your Saviour, My Lords, knew all 
things that ever could happen, and has 
provided for them in his word. He even 
foreſaw that men, like you, would 
ſeek to be Lords over his heritage; and 
has made a Law againſt it. You may 
try your Experiments in the Kingdoms 
of this World, if you pleaſe, but beware 
of making alterations in our Saviour's 
Kingdom, on pretence that it is the 
right of Societies to make rules for their 
members. —Chriſt has given you the 
eee ; be ſatisfied with them. They 


will 


SERMON 1 5 
will anſwer all purpoſes to make the man 
of God perfect; they ſerved Timothy, 
and may well ſerve the Clergy of Eng- 
land. Timothy, you ſay, was a Biſhop 
too ;—well then imitate him, and give up 
all Articles, except the word of God. All 
your decrees and canons concerning 
Religion are unrighteous, mere will- 
worſhip and doctrines of men. Can you 
not truſt men with the care of Souls, 
who promiſe to teach according to the 
Old and New Teſtament, as well as he 
who promiſes to teach according to the 
Articles. Vou ſwear upon the Goſpels, 
which implies, that you think they haye 
ſome efficacy to inforce truth, why may 
they not ſerve Miniſters to ſubſcribe, and 


be a ſufficient teſt of Orthodoxy ? But 


you will ſay, perhaps, that all parties 


pretend to hold by the Scriptures, even 


when they teach the groſſeſt Errors. 


And truely, an't pleaſe your Lordſhips, 
the Articles are but a poor ſafe-guard a- 
A4 _  gainſt 
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gainſt Hereſy, Some of yourſelyes havg 
hjnted, that they may be taken in diffe- 
rent ſenſes; who, then, is ſure which is 
the true ſenſe? It is true, men need not 
ſubſcribe unleſs they pleaſe, they have 
no more to do but let them alone, and 
want a living,—and they had better do 
this than ſubſcribe the Dodrine- they do 
not believe: But is it righteous in you 
the leaders in the Church, to impoſe 
ſuch hardſhips on worthy honeſt men; 
who are willing to teach Chriſtianity ac- 
cording to the beſt of their Judgement, 
as it is made known in Divine Revela- 
tion. But do you yourſelves believe the 
Articles? Pray do not ſtare again. I have 
really juſt ground of ſuſpicion concern- 
ing you. Your Sermons, my Lords 
Your printed Sermons, bear witneſs a- 
gainſt you; few, if any of them, are 
conſiſtent with thoſe aphoriſms, which 
you are ſo tenacious in ſupporting. If 
theſe articles are ſo proper to ſupport the 
orthodox faith, why do you not preach 

agreeable. 
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agreeable. to the Doctrine contained in 
them? This does not look well on your 
part. Is it not altogether unrighteous 
to impoſe doctrines upon your Brethren, 
which you never mean to teach your- 
ſelves? Perhaps, you do not mean that 
they ſhould teach them, you only re- 
quire ſubſcription. Is not this prevari- 
cation, and lying to God? Was this the 
way the Holy Ghoſt moved you, when 
you entered into orders? Alas! my 
Lords, I pity you! You ought to give 
up theſe badges of unrighteouſneſs, and 
ceaſe to ſaddle the Clergy, like ſo many 
Aſſes, with ſuch ungodly trapping. You 
ride in ſtate now, and receive honours 
of men, but mind the Great Biſhop and 
Shepherd of Souls is to come again, and 
you muſt give an account of your con- 
duct. Your Mitres will be laid in the 
duſt, and the long Robes you love to 
walk in will be inſufficient to cover your 
nakedneſs at the day of Judgement. 


The 
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The impoſition of Articles is unrighte» 
ous, if your Reverences will pleaſe to con- 
ſider, that they have an immediate ten- 

\  dency to hinder all religious enquiries, 
and argue the imperfection of the word 
of God as a ſtandard, to direct Chriſti - 
an teachers in matters of religion. Is 
it not plain when ſuch a ſyſtem is made 

a ſtandard of Chriſtian Doctrine, that 
the word of God was inſufficient with- 
out ſuch a manufacture, to lead men 
into; truth And ſuppoſing your Are 
ticles are the very true ſum and ſcope of 
Scripture knowledge; is not the didac- 
tic part of your office uſeleſs ?—For what 
occaſion is there for any more teaching 
from Scripture, when you have reached 
the ſcope and meaning of divine Reve- 
lation? All that you have now to do is to 
illuſtrate your own articles. This, my 
Lords, is a poor compliment paid to the 
Bible. But is it not a ſign that the mean- 
' - ing of your Articles is not quite clear, 
when it needs ſuch long and tedious il- 
| luſtrations? 
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lyſtrations ? Biſhop Burnet certainly be- 
lieved that your Articles were not alto- 
gether Plain, when he was at ſo much 
pains as to write large Commentaries 
ypon them, Though your articles were 
altogether agreeable to the word of God, 
yet you have no right to impoſe them as 
articles of other men's Faith : for you 
are not their Judges, none have a right 
to impoſe matters of belief upon us, but 
he who has a right to Judge us for our 
unbelief, and can reward us for our 
faith. The Stewards in the Church 
_ ſhould bring forth, out of their treaſure, 
things new. and old: but your impoſi- 
tion prevents all new diſcoveries in re. 
lgion. If the Articles are the true mean- 
ing of Scripture, as they ought to be be- 
fore they can be reaſonably impoſed as 
teſts of Faith, they are the rules by 
which teachers muſt inſtruct their hearers, | 
and every new diſcovery is excluded un- 1 
leſs it tallies exactly with the old; in this | 1 
reſpect | it cannot be new. But can any 
| ching 5 ; 


12 SERMON I. 
thing be more unrighteous and abſurd, 
than to impoſe a formulary of faith upon 
others which muſt itſelf be tried by the 
Scriptures, before it can fully be receiv- 
ed? If the firſt rule is ſufficient, there is 
no occaſion for the latter, and if the lat- 
ter is the ſupreme judge of all contro- 
verſies, there is no need of the firſt. 
This, Gentleman, is very unneceſſary 
trouble; for thoſe who are qualified to 
diſcover the ſenſe of ſcripture from itſelf, 
have no occaſion for any other Articles. 
If teachers are honeſt men, they have 
no need of any teſt of faith except the 
Scriptures, and if they are not, all the 
Articles in the world will not make them 
ſo. When a ſyſtem of religion is im- 
poſed upon'men as a ſtandard, by which 
they are to teach others, it ought to be. 
ſo plain as to be ſelf-evident, and fo com- 
pleat as to need no amendment, If it 
is doubtful, it will be difficult to purſue 
its intention; if it is imperfect, it will 
need a ſupplement, and this ſuppoſes 
that 
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that it might be wanted; for wherever 


wie can find this ſupplement, we may 


find the whole without being obliged to 
any ocher men! 8 * 4 


15 am aware ce your Lordſhips will be 
ready to ſay, that the Scriptures are not 
all ſelf-evident, and that what I have now 


faid 1 is an argument againſt their perfec- 


tion, as well as againſt the Articles. But, 
ſtop: a little Gentlemen; ; the greateſt part 
of the word of God is ſelf-evident, and 
where it does not appear ſo very plain, 
there is a promiſe made by the Author 
thereof, that the Holy Ghoſt ſhall make 


it known. For your edification, I ſhall” 


ſet before you a few paſſages of divine 
truth, which may help 3 your Revereytes 
to underſtand this ſubject a little better. 


And I will pray the Father, and he ſpall | 


give you.: another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever, even. the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannat receive, be- 
cauſe it * him not. But wwhen the Cam- 
Verter 


{ 


7 
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1 is come, even the Spirit 7 Trath, bs | 
ſhall reftify of me : and ye alſo ſhall bear 

witneſs *, Howbeit, when the Spirit of 
Truth is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf; but 
whatſoever he ſhall hear that ſhall he ſpeak, 
and he will ſhew you things to come. He 


ſhall glorify me; for he ſhall receive of 
mine, and ſhall * it unto you f. But when 


the Comforter ſhall come, which is the Holy 
Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my 
name, he ſhall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, what- 
ſoever I have ſaid unto you. For the Spirit 


 fearcheth all things, even the deep things of 


Cad. Behold, I will make known my words - 
unto you, —Behold, I will pour out my Spi- 
rit unto yon. - ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye ſhall aſk what ye 


will, and it ſhall be done unto you. You 


cannot produce ſuch promiſes in behalf 
of any human Articles. What the diſ- 


* John xv. 26, 27. + John xvi. 13, 14. 
t John xv. 7. | 


ciples 
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ciples of Chriſt know not in the mean- 
time, he has promiſed to ſhew them 
afterwards. ; but human devices have no 
ſuch promiſe made to them. bs) there 
not a wide difference between propoſi- 
tions which are both dark and doubtful, 
and ſuch as are only obſcure, but certain 
in themſelves, and have the promiſe of 
an infinite Author anne xed to them, that 
we ſhall underſtand them as we have oc- 
caſion for more knowledge? Though 
he Almighty has ſpoken ſome things in 
ſuch a manner as to confound the wiſe, 
yet we are ſure the author cannot de- 
ceive us. But can as much be ſaid for 
legions of fallible Clergymen, who have 
both their own paſſions, their prejudices 
and private intereſts to gratify! Truly,” 
my Lords, ten or twelve thouſand pounds 
a year will always have a powerful effect 

on the tempers of Divines. The Doc-" 
trines of the Old Teſtament which were 
not underſtood by high Prieſts, like you, 
were yet revealed to Babes, in the chan- 
nel 
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16 SERMON I. 
nel in which truth will always be made 
manifeſt, It is a ſad truth, and bears a 
. aſpect to men of) your charac- 
er, that not many mighty, not many 
_ men, according to the fleſh, are cal- 
led. The rich man in the Parable had all 


his good things in this life, but in the 


next he lift up his eyes in hell.— Pardon 
the expreſſion; thoſe are the words of 
our Lord, and you ought to know them. 
By impoſing articles, you aſſume the pre- 
rogative of the King of Zion, the crime 
is high treaſon againſt him, were you to 
do ſo in England, without the conſent of 
your Sovereign, you would come under 
a premunire. The King of Zion will 
likewiſe vindicate his own authority; he 
will maintain his prerogative to your 
ſhame, if you continue to purſue the 
paths you have hitherto walked in. 
Some of your brethren have - ſhewed” 
their inclinations to be delivered from 
their yokes of bondage, but you want 
to wreath the yoke faſter about their 
, necks. 
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necks. It is urſfighteous—it'is unrea- 


ſonable— Vour Saviour forbids it and 
will you contradict him He comes 
He comes the ſecond time, without £ Sin 
unto Salvation. Every eye ſhall ſee him, 
and they alſo who pierced him.— My 
Lords, you muſt be there ; you look 
agaſt! but it is true; the ſmall and the 
great muſt attend his coming. Will a 
Preſentation, or a Conge 4 Elire be of any 
ſervice to vindicate your uſurpation of 
his prerogative ? Will a diſpenfation 
from the Crown to hold livings without 
doing duty avail you before the Judge 
of all the earth? Your works will be 


tried by fire——Gold and Silver and 


precious Stones, Mitres, and Crowns, 
will all be 'calcined to aſhes. Every 
man's works, ſhall be tried by fire of 
what ſort it is. Conſcience, Gentlemen, 
allow Conſcience to ſpeak, and I ſhall 
have the whole bench of Biſhops on my 
fide, Fou ſmile! and to be ſure, 
Mitres and Crowns, Honours and Power, 

B with 
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with fo many thouſands of yearly in- 
come, will make any wordly man ſmile ; 
but the joys of the wicked are but 
ſhort. There is a period to come, when 
theſe ſhall afford but ſmall pleaſure. 


It is unrighteous to impoſe human 
A "upon others, becauſe it is lay- 
ing a ſtumbling-block before them. 
You, my Lords, know how ſtrong the 
temptation which ariſes from the proſ- 
pect of a good living is. Many unguard- 
ed Mortals have ſwallowed down Ar- 
ticles they have never digeſted, for 'a 
few hundreds a-year.—But why ſhould 
ſnares be laid for men's virtue, when 
there is no occaſion for it? What advan- 

tage ariſes either to the Church or State 
from impoſing humans Articles? Habe 
the aphoriſms of the Clergy more effica- 
cy to make men good Churchmen, and 1 
true Subjects, than divine Revelation ? 
Perhaps you are afraid that if the Ar- 


ticles were laid aſide, the Diſſenters 
would 


W 7z4u: ac 
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would come into your Churches, and 
devour your livings. You have more to 
do than to remove the Articles before 
that happen.—Your Liturgy; my Lords, 
your il-ſaid Maſs in Engliſh, muſt be re- 
moved alſo, before you receive any dan- 
ger from that quarter. —It would do you 
honour to lay aſide both; but eaſe your 
own members firſt, and let the Difſent- 
ers enjoy their Toleration; you have even 

à pleaſure in holding the ſcourge of 

your Articles over their heads. It is an 
unrighteous decree by which you hold 
that authority; it was owing to men of 
your. order that ever there was ſuch a 
law hanging over their heads. It is poor 
ſpite to envy men their Liberty, when 
they are aſking none of your Emolu- 
ments. Though they pay your Tithes, 
you are not ſatisfied unleſs you have do- 
minion over their Conſciences. This is 
an old evil among Lords Spiritual. 
Your predeceffors led the way, and you 
are diſpoſed to follow them. Suppoſe 
B 2 it 
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it were your own caſe, my Lords, would 


-. 


you think it reaſonable for others to lay 
reſtrictions upon your Conſciences, who 


have no right to do ſo? Suppoſe there 


ſhould another long parliament ſtart up, 
and diſolve the Hierarchy, and require 
you to uſe the Scotch Directory, and 
avouch all the Articles of Preſbytery, 
on pain of certain fines and impriſon- 
ments, would you account it juſt? Or 
ſuppoſe they ſhould excuſe you three 
and an half, would you not ſay, and ve- 
ry juſtly, they ought not to be Lords of 
your Faith? The application is eaſy, and 


your Reverences muſt undoubtedly per- 


ceive it. You account yourſelves a part 
of the Britiſh, Conſtitution, and imagine 
that all will go to ruin if your Eccleſiaſti- 
cal power is called in queſtion. But it 
is by right of your Baronies that you ſit 
m Parliament, and not as Church Of. 
ficers. I appeal to Judge Blackſtone if 
this is not true. There have Laws been 


made without the preſence of Biſhops, 


which 
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which are ſtill in force, that ſhew that 
Lords Spiritual are no eſſential part of 
the Enghſh conſtitution. In the reigns 
of Edward 1. Richard II. and Henry III. 
parliaments were held without Biſhops, 
and it was reſolved by all the Judges in 
England, that the King. may hold his 
Parliament with his Lords and Coms 
mons without them. The Conſtitution 
would be quite ſafe, although there were 
not a Biſhop in England, or any where 
elſe, | AF 


The unreaſonableneſs of requiring 

ſubſcription to Articles will further ap- 
pear, if we conſider that they do not an- 
ſwer the end they are ſaid to be intend» 
ed for. They are intended to preſerve 
Orthodoxy in the Faith; but either the 
Articles are not ſound, or many of the 
dignified Clergy are not. It will puzzle 
all the Divines in the univerſe to recon» 

cile the writings of Tillotſon, Sherlock, 
and Clarke, with the Thirty-nige Arti- 
1 cles 
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cles of the Church of England. Even 
the late Archbiſhop Secker is not able 
to abide this ſtandard. I could give ma+ 
ny inſtances; but thoſe who read both 
will eafily perceive the difference. I 
might even appeal to his Grace of Glou- 
ceſter, whether his treatiſe an the Spirit 
is exactly conſiſtent with the Articles 
he ſome time ago ſubſcribed, What is 
the meaning of ſo much zeal for ſub- 
ſcription; when it anſwers no good pur- 
poſe ? Your Lordſhips would take it ill 
if I ſhould compare you to proſtitutes, 
who, when they haye loſt their ow're- 
putations, are always fond to ſeduce 
others into the paths of vice. It is alto- 
gether unrighteous to hold by Laws 
which expreſsly contradift the Laws of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Chriſt commands us to call 
no man Maſter but himſelf, in what per: 
tains to the Conſcience; — but the Laws 
of the Clergy ſay the very contrary, and 
oblige men under grievous pains and 
loſſes to ſubſcribe Artele they them · 
T ſelves 
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| ſelves do not believe. Is it not a burden 
grievous to be borne, for men either to 
ſubſcribe what they have no evidence to 
believe, or be deprived of emoluments 
s which they have as good a right to as 
others of his Majeſty's ſubjects? Subſcrip- 
tion does not give a right to a living, it 
is the preſentation which gives that. Now 
to urge unneceflary qualifications, is the 
ſame thing as depriving a man of his 
right. You, my Lords, know that the 
qualification is of no real uſe, and yet 
you inſiſt upon it; is not this binding 
heavy burdens, and grievous to be borne, 
and laying them on men's ſhoulders? 
You. will not touch them with one of 
your fingers. You will neither under- 
take to anſwer for ſubſcribers, provided 
they ſhall incur guilt by ſubſcribing, nor 
provide a living for them in caſe they 
ſhould be deſtitute. It is in your power 
to relieve them, if you are willing. Yau 
can join in an application to parliament 
for their relief, or you cannot oppoſe it 
when 
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when it is made. I do not mean it can 


be of any real uſe to a Chriſtian Church 


if you did; but it would be leſſening the 
burdens of your brethren. But this, per- 


| haps, is top much to be expected from 
High Prieſts : it is more than your bre- 


thren the Phariſees would grant to our 
Saviour, or his Apoſtles, and I am afraid 
we muſt not expect it from you, The 
Civil Powers would have relieved Jeſus 
Chriſt, but the Prieſts remonſtrated 
againſt it. 80 Jeſus is crucified at the 
requeſt of the Clergy. Jeſus did not 
aſk any favours at their hands ; but if he 


had, they did not ſeem diſpoſed to grant 


him any. He was a non-conformiſt, 
and did not approve of their Articles, 
and fo could not be forgiven by Prieſts. 
Though you have not the ſame object, 


your principle is the fame; they were 
afraid of the conſtitution of their Church, 


and the emoluments they enjoyed, and 
dre not your reaſons the ſame? My 
Lords 
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Lords, you cannot deny. it; it is too eri 
dent to be decently — 


The Jewiſh Clergy impoſed dw 
Burdens on the people; they had the 
Tithes of almoſt all things, the very 

mint and cummin could not eſcape 
them.—You have the ſame, the Fruits 

of our Fields, the increaſe of our Cattle, 
the plants and roots of our Gardens, are 
tythed by you, Ah! you are like your 
brethren the Phariſees ! only you do not 
faſt nor pray ſo often, otherwiſe you are 
much belied.— And you uſe your bre- 
 *thren as the Phariſees did Chriſt, you 
ſcandalize them, becauſe they do not love 
your yoke of bondage, Chriſt was ac- 
counted an Heretic, becauſe he ſet up a 
more ſimple religion than that of the 
Jews, and ſome of you ſerve your bre- 
thren in the ſame way, You impute de- 
ſigns to them which you cannot prove, 
and which 1 probably were never in- 


ner m_ 4 
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I expe& Chriſtianity in a Jewiſh diſpen- 
ſation? The poor animals are truly to 


be pitied who muſt couch down under 


your Burdens; they may long wait be- 
fore you ſtretch forth the hand to help 
them. The petitioners are hke the man 
who fell among the thieves, they will 
find no nn a 20 3 


— varagy . 


pation have —— 8 old 
Popiſh argument concerning the power 
of the Church to appoint Articles for the 
men to believe, and allege that the 
Church, by which they mean the Cler- 
£9, is the only judge of all matters of 
Faith. But the queſtjon to be firſt re- 
ſolved is, Who is: urch? Have the 
common people no concern in this que- 
tion? If fo, they are no way anſwerable 
for any errors they may be led into un- 
der the direction of the Clergy. The 
| | framer$ 
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framers of Creeds and Articles muſt an- 
ſwer for all. It is amazing to obſerve 
the aſſurance of thoſe: devotees af Po- 
pery; they claim a privilege which none 
but the Head of the Church ean claim, or 
ſuch as can ſhew infallible and indiſput+ 
able fignatures that he has-intruſtec>theny 
with that power. Sarpedon tells us, that 
to fuffer men to interpret. the Scriptures 
according to their own private judge - 
ment is to ſuffer them to follow their 
own fancies; and where is the harm of 
this, provided their fancy is right and 
eonſiſtent with the dictates of reaſon? 
One man's fancy may paſs as well ag 
that of another; and there have been 
more fooliſh fancies generated in the 
brains of the Clergy aſſembled in on 
nods, and Councils, than ever have ap- 
peared among any equal number of men 
of any denomination. But the Clergy 
ſettled the number of Canonical Books, 
and they have a right ue are told alſo 
to ene their ſignification. Softly, Gen · 
; tlemen, 


tlemen, this will not be granted you; 
you reckon too faſt. Are you ſure that 
revelation would not have been received 
unleſs the Clergy had taken the trouble 
to ſettle that point? But though they 
took this upon them, the queſtion is, 
who gave them authority? Might not 
any number of honeſt men have done 
the ſame thing. All that they had any 
right to do was to give their advice con- 
cerning that point; if their advice was 
received, it was the power of Providence, 
and not their authority which ſettled the 
number of Canonical Books. They en- 
deavoured to obtain the ſanction of the 
civil authority to enforce their deciſions, 
and by that means obliged the ſubjects 
of the Empire to receive the Seriptures; 
but they did the ſame thing with their 
Canons and Creeds, which will move 
that they — are e Canonical. 2 * 


5 The e aſſembled in Councils on · 
ly told: what they thought, but it only 
belonged 
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belonged to the power of the Almighty 
to make men believe that they were 
right. And this conviction could only 
proceed from the evidence of Scripture 
doctrine, when they had examined it. 
If they received it upon the authority of 
the Clergy it was implicit faith, and not 
a rational conviction of Truth; to thoſe 
who received it in this faſhion, it was 
not the word of God, but the word of 


8 


man. The Clergy are always ready to 
put us in mind how much we are obliged 


to them; but if accounts were fairly 
ſettled, I am afraid that the Balance will 
appear to be much on the other ſide. 
They are ready on all occafions to take 
more trouble to themſelves than there 
is any reaſon to thank them for; and be- 
ſides they are always well paid for their 
trouble. When theſe Gentlemen ſhew as 
much concern for men's eternal happi- C 
neſs, as they appear anxious. for the 
Mammon of unrighteouſneſs, it will re- 
move ſome ſuſpicions concerning their 
. one ſprings 
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ſprings of action: But as long as they 
appear more anxious for the tithes of 
aniſe, mint, and cummin, than mercy 
judgement and faith; very few honeſt 
men will pay them any regard. When 
the Gentlemen of your order took the 
trouble to collect the Canonical Books 
of Scripture, did not the Civil Powers 
pay them for their pains? Councils ſel- 
dom afſemblet but at a great expence 
to the Public, and Biſhops were never 


ſuch fools as to travel at their own ex- 
pence, unleſs when they could not help 


it. I would defire your friend Sarpe- 
don to tell us no more of the fucceſſion 
of a Church, with power to eſtabliſh Ar- 
ticles, unleſs he takes in the whole Com- 
munity of believers into the Idea; and 
even all they have a right to do, is to 
make the beſt they can of the Articles 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles have al- 
ready formed to their hands. If it were 
neceſſary to purſue Sarpedon very doſe, 
ke * be required to prove from the 


nature 


S ER MON I. 31 
nature of Chriſt's Kingdom, and the ac- 
count which Revelation gives of 'a 
Church, that any number of Clergymen 
can be a Church, he will not find ſuch 
an idea in the whole New Teſtament. 
The Apoſtles themſelves did not xfſume 
that title when they were aſſenibled, but 
conſidered themſelves as only: menibers 
of the Church where they were: Sup- 
poſe that all the Cardmals and Biſhops 
of the Church of eme were aſſembled 
with the Pope at their head, they could 
not 'with any propriety be called the 
Church of Rome; they could only be an 
Eccieſta of Clergy 3a Chriſtian Church 
muas a far more extenſive idea. The two 
Houſes of Convocation of England are 
not the Church of the England, nor 
even the repreſentatives of that Church, 
they only repreſent ſome of che Clergy. 
T am not fure if the poor Curates have 
any repreſentation; but Lam ſure that 
the people have none in either of theſe 
Hovſes. It argues great officioulnels, 

Nd G * | my 
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my Lords, in you, and your brethren, 
to pretend to do men's buſineſs without 
their conſent; and great ambition to 
pretend to be their Maſters, without any 
juſt right or authoqity. It is a burden 
grievous to be borne, for men to be 
obliged to commit their Spiritual con- 
cerns to perſons they cannot truſt nor 
confide in; — who inſtead: of ſeeking to 
ſave their ſouls, prey upon their ſub- 
ſtance, and riot in their poſſeſſions. 


* 


One grievous burden you lay upon 
our ſhoulders is yourſelves; the majority 
of the nation reckon you a heavy bur- 
den, and long to be freed from you. 
Four extravagant incomes might do 
much good; your Lordſhips devour 

more in a year than all the Clergy of 
Scotland. And yet the people there are 
as nice and intelligent, and know more 
of religion, than the greateſt part of the 
people in any of your Dioceſes; even 
the poor Diſſenters within your own 
N bounds 
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bounds will compare with any of your 
people, who are immediately under your 
very noſes. Is it not, moſt Reverend 
and right Reverchd Fathets in, 
a burden grievous to be borne, to ſee 
à man, wh never preachies above once a 
Wear, devour twelve or fifteen thouſand 
pounds per anmim, and one who drudges 
from day to day, not have as inuch as 
keep his family from rags, nor himſelf 
from beggary? Lou ſay that it is the 
Conſtitution; may Heaven ſoon diſſolve 
it; for God never made it.— Tou know 
this, Gentlemen, as well as I; your Con- 
ſciences have told it you a thouſand 
times, but Honour, Power, and Luxury, 
have rendered you callous to all con- 


vidion:" . | 


x # N 


* is 4 burden giievous to hy: borne, 
and which you never touch with one of 
your" fingers, though. you lay it on, I 
nean your Spiritual Courts. In theſe yon 
reigu like lions in their dens, and tear 

ee | to 
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to pieces all who have the misfortune to 
fall under your power. Your Courts re- 
ſemble the fabled Caſtles of the Giants, 
where nothing is to be ſeen but the 
ſpoils of victims devoured by your mer- 
cileſs hands. Woe to the man who en- 
ters within your Spiritual dominions ; for 
though his ſoul can never be the better 
by any thing you can do, his body, his 
intereſt and ſubſtance, ſhall be conſider- 
ably worſe. | Ye Culprits, who have ever 
been within the walls of theſe inquiſitions, 
lay, What help, what aid, did you receive 
from the fingers of the Biſhops? was not 
his little finger heayier than the loins of 
your Saviour, wha is all mercy and 
goodneſs? What do yon think of his 
Chancellor, Proctors, and Apparitors ? 
Saw you any mercy in their viſage, or 
clemency in their looks? Nay, nay; 
every one would look for his gain from 
bis quarter, as long as you had a far- 


thing. His Lordſhip's finger would not 


eaſe 
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caſe your burden, nor mitigate your 
fine, however grievous to be borne. 


The Articles, Liturgy, and Athana- 
fian Creed, are heavy burdens, and grie- 
vous to be endured, which you zealouſly 
bind on other men's ſhoulders, though 
you give them nothing for bearing 
them. You do not add twenty pounds a 
year to the living of a poor Curate for 
ſubſcribing and reading theſe badges of 
ſuperſtition. If a man is ſo obliging as 
to ſell you his Conſcience, you ought 
undoubtedly to keep his teeth going. 
Many of your underlings would never 
read nor ſubſcribe a fingle Article of 
thoſe fopperies, were it not for a little 
temporary enjoyment; and far too ſmall, 
my Lords, for ſo much obedience. if 
they would cleave to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, he would reward them better 
for their ſervice. You ought to conſider 
them; many of them are dutiful crea- | 
tures, and obey your mandates with great 585 | 
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punctuality : But it is hard to performs 
ſuch difagreeable buſineſs for ſuch puny 
rewards.——A little help would be of 
ſome ' ſervice ;—a hundred: inſtead of 
| forty pounds a year would make the 
Athanaſian Creed go better down. You 
can eaſily afford it out of ſo many thou- 
ſands. I wonder much, conſidering the 
temper of the times, that there are any 
Creeds read at all; for it is ſeldom that 
ſome Churches have any Sermons. 


The Damnation of your Creed is griev- 
ous tobe borne - whocan rehearſe it with- 
out ſaying, Miſerere, Domine. I wonder 
you are not aſhamed to deal fo often in 
unreaſonable Damnation.—Shall all men 
be damned who do not believe the Atha- 
naſian Creed? then all the Apoſtles are 
in a miſerable ſituation. Your Lordſhips, 
I am afraid, will ſtand a poor chance. 
Aſk your Conſciences if you believe it. 
Horreſco referens, et horribile diu. If 

6 all 
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all who do not believe this unſcriptural 
Creed ſhall: periſh eternally, who then 
can be ſaved ?. for never a ſon of, Adam 
was able to believe it. Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf could not believe it; for it 
is not true, and he could not be- 
lieve a falſchood.. It is a burden, my 
Lords —it is a grievous burden, and it 
is unreaſonable for you to bind it upon 
any perſons. I would not wiſh the Devil 
to have ſuch a burden, I wiſh it had only 
been nonſenſe; for then we might have 

laughed at it; but it is fit to ſpoil any 
man's mirth to hear the Clergy curſe ſo 
heartily, and all the people ſay Amer. 
Bleſs and curſe not, is the true maxim 
it is a glorious maxim,—a God-like 
maxim. The other is deviliſh - ke, wick- 
ed, and abominable. Pray remove this 
burden altogether; touching it with 
your finger will not do; it will burn 
you, it will ſet all your hw ſleeves in a 
Lame, if you come near it, Noli me 
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ho they bind beavy burdens and. grievous, 1 
to be borne, and lay them on men's ſhoul- | 
ders; but they themſelves will ; not move 
them with one of their ners. COS 


i ' 


NE of their fingers would be i in- 
ſuffctent tö move them; the 


whole ſtrength of their bodies would 
not be able to move the burdens they 
tave Kid upon otflers. heartily wiſh, 
and fo will every honeſt mal, that the 
race of tlie Phatiſces hat never ſurvived 
che deſtruction of „Jeruſlem, but had 
been confurtied” in "the Temple, when 
C4 the 
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the Roman ſoldiers ſet it on fire, The 
world had been well cleared of a race 


of Vermin, which ſince have not only 


devoured widows* houſes, but have 


preyed on every houſe and cottage in 
the world, wherever they have had 


| power. They have infeſted the world, 


almoſt in all quarters, and have changed 
themſelves into every ſhape. They have 


_ aſſumed the ſhape of | Biſhops, Patri- 


archs, Metropolitans, Cardinals, . and 
Popes, and will turn any thing to ſerve 
their own ends, and purpoſes —The 
Almighty ſcems to have ſent them as a 
ſcourge to puniſh all nations who have 
not valued thoſe liberties. and privie 
leges which be oth, beſtowed * 


em. 4 # vs 
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The perſons 2 of * were an 
amphibious kind of creatures, partly 
Laymen, and partly Clergymen; they 
were ſomething like what you would, 
call a a Rector or Viear walk Juſtice of. 
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the Peace, or a Biſhop made a Baron; — 
they belonged to both ſtates, that they 
might devour the profits of both. Aber 
had a ſort of double authority; as 
Prieſts, they could ſhut men out of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and as Lawyers 
and Civil Officers, they could baniſh. 
them from this, World. It was danger- 
ous to diſoblige them; for if any one 
happened to offend them, and fell under 
their curſes, they had no privilege in 
things civil. They were like men ex- 
communicated in the Biſhops* Courts, 
who cannot ſue for their, civil Rights 
til their Lordſhips looſe their ſentence. 
They had the whole Credenda of the 
nation under their cantroul, and no 
man durſt pretend to believe a ſingle 
ſentence without their good Licence. 
They had the ſole. power of all the Sy- 
pagogues in the kingdom; and could | 
likewiſe licence Gin- hops. They were 
@ ſtrange fort of beings——they were 
Fxcecdingly like to Engliſh Biſbops, 
he! In 
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In the firſt place, becauſe they were 
the creatures of the King, or the civil 


power. In the days of our Saviour, the 


Romans made any one High Prieſt 
whom the pleaſed. The Tettareh Had 
A power to do it; and Joſephus 
tells us, that Herod transferred the 
Prieſthood” from Jonathan” to his bro- 
ther Theophilus ; and Agrippa took 
away the Prieſthood from fefus the ſon 
of Gamaliel, and gave it to Matthias 
the ſon of T heophilus. This ſhews that 
the High Prieſts among the Jews were 
not now a divine inſtitution, but crea- 
fures of human policy. "While the 
continued upon 'the plan of their 40 
nal inſtitution, none of the Kings of 
Judah could remove them; but after 
they turned Phariſces, they became mere 
creatures of the ſtate.—Tlils, ant 
pleaſe your Reverences, ſhews, that 
when the Clergy join with the King- 
doms of this" world, the Lord 1 
urin wilt have no more to do with 
them. 
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chem. T have ſeen in ſome of the 

printed ſermons of the Bilkops and 
Clergy ſome hard ſayings againſt the 
Seribes and Phariſees but cheſe preach- 
ers did nat eonfider that - they were 
abuſing their betters, and their Fathers 
too. There never were in the world, 
believe me, my dear Doctors, a {et of 
men more zealous fer Church Autho- 
riey, — for tithes, for the rights of 
the Clergy, for keeping the common 
people in ſubjection, or perſeeuting 
Diſſenters, for an eſtabliſhed Church, 
and the Lord knows what: hey 
were zealous, IKE you, for human Ar- 
ticles 9 — th 


* A 
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"F obſerved _—_— dance kin 
iefts;' the Pharifees, were creatures 3 
and what-could they be elſe? But the 
Lord never made them they were ex- 
acthy tike our Eng liſh Bimops, creatures 
of civil chdviey:l No man need to 
wonder that they were dutiful to the 
powers of this earth ;—for it is ſome 
way 


way natural for creatures to worſhip 
their Creator. This very morning all 
the birds in this wild aviary are expreſſ- 
ing the feelings of gratitude to him that 
made them. I do not mean, my Lords, 
that they do it ſo politely as Lords Spi- 
ritual, nor uſe ſo much ceremony as a 
Biſhop does, when he, is admitted into 
the Royal. Preſence, to ſhew his grati- 
tude; for his preferment but they 
do it in a way which is far better; 
they do it from the heart The rooks 
on the old trees before my window. 
the black - bird in the. garden-hedge, 
the thruſh and linnet on the ſpray, with 
all the rural cgncert of feathered ſong- 
ſters, would do one's heart good to hear 
how gladſome they are: to praiſe their 
Creator for the pleaſing .enlivening 
beams of the morning ſun.— The 
ewes and lambkins on the banks of the 
rivulet, — the cattle on yonder meadow, 
—all hem pleaſed, and, according to their 
different manners, praiſe: the Lord that 

mauade 
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made them. No ſigns of ambition 
(except to pleaſe) appear among them. 
The fox, who juſt now iſſued forth from 
among the brakes and whins, and de- 
voured the tender lamb, and put the 
flocks in fear „ ſuggeſted to my mind 
the idea of a Biſhop, a Prieſt,—a Pha- 
riſee How ſlyly did he make his ap- 
proach'! as if upon ſome friendly viſit, 
till he was within reach of his unhappy 
victim? which he devoured, without 
mercy,” as the Phariſers did widows” 
houſes,—or as Commiſſaries or Proctors 
devour the ſubſtance of poor culprits in 
the ſpiritual courts.— This was paying 
devotion to the belly, like thoſe who 
make it their god, and who mind earth- 
ly things. It is a diſgraceful thing to 
live on the vitals of others, like foxes, 
wolves, and kites, —It is their nature, to 
be ſure, -to live on the ruins of other 
creatures; but it is not the nature of 
man, God made man upright. ——All 
ſimilitude between man and ravenous 

32 animals 
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animals is 2 perverſion of their ns- 


When I obſerve that there is an ex · 
act agreement between Biſhops and the 
ancient Jewiſh Prieſts, I would not be 
uaderſtood as: if I meant thoſe under 
the Theocracy, while the Lord was 
among that people; there does not up- 
pear to be the leaſt reſemblance be- 
tween thoſe offices of God's appoint- 
ment and our Clergy. Thoſe ſons of 
Levi were called and appointed by God 
himſelf, and were Prieſts by a divine 
Ordinance: Both they and the Kings 
of Ifrarl were {appvinted by the autho- 
rity of Heaven, and made each a part 
of the Theocracy. When they continued 
in this channel, and fulfilled the laws of 
the Theocracy, the Lord acknowledged 
them, and ſhewed them favour ; but af- 
ter they obſtinately tranſgreſſed the lav 
which Ged, as their King, had given 
them, and walked according to their 

1 „„ own 


SERMON u. 47 


own vain imaginations, he forſook them, 
and no more acknowledged them for 
his people ; J yet they did not give up 


their claims, when God gave them up, 


but endeavoured to ſupport their claim 
to God as their God, and to the diſtin- 
guiſhing privileges which, as a nation, 
they had formerly enjoyed. But, alas? 
they had loſt their right, which ren- 
dered their claim abſurd and ridiculous. 
When the Meſſiah, who was the end of 
their law, was come, it was wicked and 
impious to ſupport their Hierarchy, All 
dominion in matters of conſcience now 
centered in Jefus ; the dominion of the 
Prieſthood, as well as the Royal autho- 
rity, reſted on him. He alone claimed 
the privilege to forgive fins, and the ſole 
right of legiſlation, as the King whom 
God had ſet upon his holy hill of Zion. 
The pretenſions of the Jewiſh Prieſts to 
authority and dominion was therefore 
very profane. Your preſent Hierarchy, 
my Lords, is eſtabliſhed upon the very 

_ fame 
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ſame principle which influenced the 
Jews to crucify the Meſſiah. The claim 


of Jeſus to a ſole and exclufive autho- 
rity in things ſpiritual, ſet aſide all the 
pretenſions of the High Prieſts to domi- 
nion over the conſciences of the people. 
This was highly offenſive to their pride, 
and the notion they had of their own 
ſpiritual juriſdiction. They conſidered 
Jeſus as an invader of their rights and 
privileges, which they had poſſeſſed for 
ſome thouſand years ; and they deter- 
mined that his claim was blaſphemy, and 
crucified him as a blaſphemer of an 
eſtabliſnment which God had ſet. up, 
and which he had en, them to 
maintain. 


The N of che Church of kay: 


land agrees with no ſtate of true religion 


which God hath appointed, either un- 
der the Old or New Teſtament diſpen 
ſation; but it agrees exactly with that 
Church authority by which our Lord 


Jeſus- 


£ 
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Jeſus Chriſt was tried, condemned, and 
crucified, This is a hard ſaying, my 
Lords; but I ſhall make it as plain as 
the Mitres on your heads. Attend to 
what follows, and you will certainly 


perceive the truth of.the above obſerva- 
tion, $f 


The Hierarchy which God appointed 
among the Jews was hereditary, handed 
. down from father to ſon, and could not 
be changed by the Civil Authority, as 
long as the prieſts obſerved the Laws, and 
kept clear from intermeddling with mat- 
ters of State. As the Kings of Iſrael 
were immediately appointed by God, as 
well as the Prieſts, they had a right, 
provided the Prieſts interfered in State 
Matters, to depoſe them, as Solomon 
did Abiathar ; but if they held by their 
own province, and performed their du- 
ty, they had no right to meddle with 
them. The Engliſh Prieſthood is not 
of this ſort ; you, my Lords, cannot en- = 
4 = tail | | 
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tail your office upon your eldeſt ſons, 

unleſs His Majeſty appoint them to Bi- 
| ſhopricks. Here you ſee there is a ma- 
terial difference. Another conſiderable 
difference between the ancient Jewiſh 
Prieſthood and your Hierarchy is, — The 
Jewiſh Prieſts were confined to matters 
of Religion, and were not admitted to 
ſecular employments : There were civil 
officers appointed to manage what per- 
tained to the State; the Prieſts were 
only concerned with the matters of the 
Lord *. This is a prodigious difference, 
and worthy your attention. The Jewiſh 
High Prieſt offered ſacrifices as well as 
received gifts; but our High Prieſts re- 
ceive gifts, but offer no ſacrifices. The 
chief deſign of the Prieſts was to offer 
ſacrifices, and to make atonement for 
the ſins of the people; in this they were 
typical of the great High Prieſt who was 
to come; but our High Prieſts can do 
none of theſe things; they do not pre- 


* 2 Chron, xix. 11. 
pretend 
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tend to. offer ſacrifices, and they cannot 


pretend to be types of the Meſſiah. All 
the Jewiſh Prieſts were .circumciſed in 
the fleſh of their fareſkin,, which was a 
ritual they were obliged to undergo by 
divine appointment: I never hear, my 
Lords, that you copy after them in this 
particular. As long as the inſtitution 
of the Jewiſh Hierarchy continued in its 
original purity, there was only one High 
Prieſt in the whole nation.— Our Hie- 
rarchy is very different; for we have 
ſix and twenty, at leaſt always two 


Or, if you pleaſe, we have twenty-four 


Chief Prieſts, and two High Prieſts ; 
This was not the appointment under 
the Jewiſh Theocracy. It appears to be 


| wholly a human invention, for which 


there is no warrant in the ſacred Writ- 


ings. 


The Jewiſh. Clergy had no legiſlative 
authority in Religion; they were ob- 
liged to direct their conduct according 
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to the Statutes which were given by the 
hand of Moſes; they had no power 
either with or without their King, to 
add to, or diminiſh from, their ſyſtem 


which the Almighty gave them. They 


could make no alterations without an 
expreſs revelation from God, unleſs they 
were diſpoſed to provoke him, as they 


frequently did. In this, my Lords, 


your conſtitution and theirs differ evi- 
dently. You aſſume extenſive powers. 
— At various times, and in divers man- 
ners, thoſe. of your order have framed 
Canons, Articles Creeds, Liturgies, and 
Homilies, and changed them upon cer- 
tain occaſions, as your Wiſdoms thought 
fit. I wiſh it would pleaſe your Re- 
verences to change them again, ſee- 
ing you pretend to have the ſame power 
your predeceſſors had. Changes are 
lightſome, my Lords, and a proper al- 
teration at this time would eaſe many 
of your Clergy. Pray, be fo good as 
try another experiment: you cannot 

well 
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well remove farther from the Scriptures 
than you are at preſent. I think I have 
proved to a demonſtration, that you differ 
widely from the appointment of God con- 
cerning the Clergy in the ancient Jewiſh 
Church ; ſo you have no Old Teſtament 
precept or example for your exiſtence; 


you agree however with the Phariſees 
under the. corrupt ſtate of the Jewiſh - 


Church, by whoſe conſent and authority / 
Jeſus Chriſt was crucified. This is the 
laſt branch of the propoſition I promiſed 
to make good. ——l ſhall now proceed 
to do it; 


_ When the Jews departed from the. 
divine appointment concerning their 
Clergy, they increaſed the power and 
number of their High Prieſts. The ori- 
ginal law authoriſed but one; but in our 
Saviour's time there were two, Annas 
and Cajaphas, Thoſe were ſomething 
like our two Archbiſhops ; the ane Pri- 
mate of Judza, and the other Primate of | | 
all Juden. | i 
D 3 2. They l 
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2. They had 'alfo very extenſive au- 
deri, at ledſt chey pretended to it 3 


they ſat in the great Coumcil of the na- 


tion, and had a mixed power joined with 
the Chiefs of the land: they were ex- 
ceedingly like your Lords Spirituul af. 
ſembled with the Lords Temporal in 
Parliament. Under the Theocracy 
this was not the practice; for the 
matters of the Lord and the inatters of 
the King were then kept diſtinét; for 
they have never been mingled without 
great danger to the tibertics of man- 
kind. There are few men ſo perfect as 


to diſcharge two offices faithfulhy, when 


che pervefſie ion of both tends to their o own 


raged intereſt. ——There is danger, 
YL Lords, that a Clergyman i in the cha- 


rakter of a Civil Magiſtrate will fe ome- 


times ſtretch a point, with reſpect to 


; thoſe who are not found Churchinen, 
and lay the hand of his authority heavily 


on, when the object is fuſpected to be 
no friend to Clerical Juriſdiction.—And 
thoſe 
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thoſe who appeal from his juriſdiction as 
a magiſtrate, will be in jeopardy; of hav- 
ing their ſentenge denounced with all 
the authority of a Prieſt, from the chair 
of verity—Such amphibious creatures 
will frequently be tempted: to ſqueeze 
a text on purpoſe to ſupport their ma- 
giſterial authority, and to ſhew how da- 

minion 18 founded upon Grace, Or ** 
ther Grace on dominion. 


* 5 Phe Jewidh Br ieſts took away the 
Key of knowledge from the people: in- 
ſtead of reading and expounding the law 
and the Prophets, as they ought to have 
the ſubſtitution. of their own tradi- 
tions in their place, by which means the 
- people were ignorant of the Scriptures, 
and means of Knowledge, except what 
the Prieſts were pleaſed to allow theta 
in their ſtead. In place of the ꝓure and 
incorruptible word of God, they, were 
- burdened with traditions and] doctrines 


of 
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of men; they knew nothing as they 
ought to have known. In proportion 
as the Prieſts kept the people igno- 
rant, they rendered them ſuperſtitious 
and bigoted, and ready to anſwer all 
the ends of their ſelfiſh policy. It was 
ignorance of the Scriptures which ten- 
dered the common people dupes to the 
Prieſts; for had they underſtood the 
doctrines of the Law and the Prophets, 
they would have ſoon perceived that 
they were impoſed upon. The know- 
ledge of divine revelation enlarges the 
mind, and makes men underſtand their 
own privileges. There never vill be 
any danger from the power of the Cler- 
gy, if once the Laity underſtood the 
Scriptures. If the Commons and Lords 
of Great Britain ever happen to pay pro- 
per attention to the Seriptures, your 
high authority, my Lords, will ſoon 
come to an end. The jewiſn Prieſts 
knew this, and did all they could to 
guard againſt it. You, Gentlemen, imi- 
| tate 
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tate your brethren of Judea. Inſtead 
of reading and expounding the Scrip- 
tures to teach your people in divine 
knowledge, you put them off only with 
a few ſelect paſſages, and a ſhort diſ- 
courſe on ſome particular text, You 
load them with Creeds, Articles, and 
Canons, as the Jewiſh Prieſts: did the 
people in their time; but you are 
ſparing of the Scriptures, as if they 
would poiſon them. 


| Thoſe who are firſt in the faſhion for 
taſte and learning, ſay, your Sermons 
are good, well digeſted, and finely 
compoſed. I have no objection to jour 
compoſitions, my Lords, but a few of 
the plain purpoſes of a paragraph of 
Scripture would be far more edifying 
to your people, To read a large paſ- 
ſage, and-ſhew the ſcope and uſe thereof, 
would be of infinitely more ſervice than 
all the laboured harangues of human 
cloquence, While you neglect to ex- 
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pound the Scriptures, you take away the 
key of knowledge, which opens a door 
to a right underſtanding of the principles 
of che kingdom of heaven. I do not 
mean that human explanations of the 
word of God ſhould pafs for firſt prin- 
ciples, but they may help people to en- 
quire, if the things are ſo, and may an- 
ſwer a very good ꝓurpoſe. Vour Reve- 
rences preach but ſeldom, but would 
you expound Scripture, you might be 
excuſed all your other labours. A Ser- 
mon on ſome particular occaſion we hear 


of now and then; but theſe diſcourſes 
are ſo interlarded with particular attach - 
ments, and the dignity of your order, 
that they can do very little good to poor 


miſerable fmners. This is an idea you 
ought to conſider, feeing you have your 
own guilt as other men, and ſtand in need 
of mercy like the reſt df the guilty race 
of Adam. I fhall ſay nothing of Original 
Sin, which has been ſo often diſputed; 
you, Gentlemen, have as much actual 
| tranſgreſſion 
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trarifereſſibn as will require an abun- 
dance of tnercy. The. idea of mercy it 
not ſo very vifible in your public per. 
formances; chere is fur too much uf ehe 
High Prieſt in them to make tlem agree 
able to the wretched, -miſeraBle, blind, 
and naked. You will caſily perceive 
he is a ſinner! that preaches to you, and 
perhaps your Lordſhips Will think none 

of the leaſt of them. It is a bad charat· 
ter, to be ure; but à finner, worth 
ten thouſund a year, is greater than one 
who is worth very littls,'' Your brethren 
the [Phariſees had a great averſion ut 
finners, but they loved fin, and -praQtifed | 
it to a great extent themſelves, They 
reproached Jeſus Chriſt for receiving fits 
ners, and eating with them. This as 
eruel and unmerciful; for though they 
were not diſpoſed to do goed to the mi- 
ſerable themſelves, it was the higheſt 


barbarity to envy them happineſs from 
Free, © ern 12927 11 
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4. The chief and capital method 
which the Jewiſh Prieſts uſed to take 
away the key of knowledge from the 
people was the impoſing. of articles of 
their own compoſing upon them, and 
making them paſs for the true meaning 
of the law; by this means they placed a 
padlock upon the Scriptures, leſt the 
common people ſhould find out the ſe- 
crets of the Prieſts, There is ſome- 
thing in the nature of man which in- 
clines him to purſue after knowledge. 
When our Saviour came and taught the 
plain meaning of the law and the Pro- 
phets, the multitudes appeared ena- 
moured with his doctrine, they flocked 
after him, and gladly heard him. They 
perceived a viſible difference between 
the plain Scripture doctrine which he 
taught them, and the abſtruſe and ẽqui- 
vocal jargon of the Doctors. The Chief 
\ Prieſts were alarmed to ſee a non- 
ſubſcriber make ſo free with the articles 
of the Church: they raiſed the cry againſt 
ME 1 Jeſus 


Jeſus, and proclaimed the Church was 
in danger ; If we let this man alone, all 
men will .believe on him, and the Romans 
will come and take away both our place 
and nation. They perceived the danger 
of a free inquiry into Scripture truths, 
and ſuffering a teacher to paſs unpu- 
niſhed, who diſcovered all the ſecret de- 
ceits of their craft. If once ſuch a ge- 
nerous ſyſtem as that which our Saviour 
propoſed was received, it would open a 
door to the Gentiles as well as the Jews, 
and then the excluſive privileges of the 
Prieſts and Lawyers would be at an end. 
There would then be no occaſion for the 
Temple, the place and nurſery of Prieſts 
and Phariſees. This ſhews that the 
Prieſts diſcovered the intention of our 
Saviour's doctrine and miracles, and ex- 
cogitated as good a ſcheme as human 
wiſdom could deviſe to guard againſt 
their influence. Caiphas was no fool 
when he ſaid, that it was expedient that 
one man ſhould die for the people, and 


not 
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not the whole nation periſh, | To him 
and the Prieſts, the downtal of Prieſt- 
hood and the deſtruction, of the nation 
were the ſame things. What is a nation 
to a dignified Clergyman without an ex- 
tenſive living? There are few of this 
character that would riſk. a living for a 
nation, though they have often almoſt. 
ruined a whole nation for the ſake of 
rich livings and preferments. Arch- 
biſhop Laud is an example of this, who, 
to ſupport his own honour, riches, and 
ſplendor, ruined both his Sovereign and 
himſelf, and brought a Ciyil War. on 
the nation. The Jewiſh Prieſts would 
not give up the ſmalleſt degree of their 
authority, or part with a ſingle tradition, 
and the reaſon was,—no body could tell 
how far a reformation might go, It 
might proceed ſo far as to endanger the 
places of the high Clergy, and the con- 
ſtitution would. be in danger; for the 
Prieſts were-a-branch of the conſtitution, 
Once give way to a few peeviſh petition · 


ers 
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ers in one thing, and then you may pro- 
ceed till the whole fabric of the Hie- 
rarchy is taken down piece - meal. Thefe 
arguments are very like thoſe which your 
Chaplains and friends have offered, in 
defence of your Chriſtian traditions, 
| You have certainly learned your ſcheme 


from your friend Caiaphas, and the reſt 
of your brethren in Judea. 


I) be plan of your Hierarchy: is not 
likely to laſt ſo long as that of the Jews; 
and there is a good reaſon for it. The 
Jewiſh Hierarchy was once an ordinance 
of God; but yours never was, nor 
ever can be. Our Saviour, by his death 
and reſurrection, overturned the ſyſtem 
of the Phariſees, and, in proceſs of time, 
he will lay all your Mitres, my Lords, in 
the duſt. 

I have proved, that there is neither 
precept nor example in the Old Teſta- 
ment for men of your order; and have 
Ikewiſe 
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likewiſe demonſtrated, that your -Hie- 

rarchy is founded upon the ſame prin- 

ciples of thalg Clergymen who con- 

demned our Saviour. It remains that 

I ſhew from the New Teſtament, that 
ſuch an order of men; with ſuch autho- 

| rity as you claim, is not to be found in 

: the words of I's the writings of 

his apoſtles. 


This may very eaſily be ſettled, by 
conſidering thoſe paſſages of the New 
Teſtament which have been uſed to ſup- 
Port your authority. There is no occa- 
ſion for the aſſiſtance of the Fathers in 
this controverſy ; thoſe old Gentlemen 
were not guided by inſpiration, and were 
as ready to err as other men. Your 
Lordſhips muſt ſtand the trial of plain 
Scripture evidence, and ſtand or fall in 
the opinion of all ſober men, as your 
office and authority agrees with, or dif- 
fers from, this divine Law-book, 


In 


In the firſt place, let us inquire into 
the opinion of our Saviour concerning 
the power of his Church, or the power 
which he eſtabliſhed therein in matters 
of faith and religion. The chapter 
where our text lies expreſſes his mind 
pretty plainly with reſpe& to the domi- 
nion of the Clergy; Be not ye called 
Rabbi, for one is your Maſter, even Chriſt, 
end all ye are brethren ;—and call no man 
your father upon earth, for one is your Fa- 
ther which is in heaven ; neither be ye 
called maſters, for one is your Maſter, even 
Chriſt. 


You certainly know, my Lords, that 
Rabbi was a degree of honour among 
the Jews, to which they annexed no 
ſmall ſhare of Juriſdiction. Rabboni 
was the higheſt title they had, and was 
of the ſame ſignification with my Lord; 
it was a title which Mary Magdalen 
gave to our Saviour, John xx. 16. and 
implied, that ſhe honoured him in the 

E higheſt 
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higheſt degree. There were three de- 
grees of dignity to which the Jews alſo 
connected authority; Rabbi, Kabrynrsx, 
and Rabbon or Rabban; all which our 
Saviour condemns.— He condemns 
the two firſt in this chapter, and for 
good reaſons; becauſe they aſſumed 
power peculiar to him, and made free 
with his titles. The meaning of the 
word Rabbi, among the Jews, at this 
time, is very plainly pointed out by the 
ceremony of conferring this degree. 
When a perſon was thought worthy of 
this dignity, he was placed upon a chair 
raiſed above the, reſt of the company, 
and had a Key and a Table-book de- 


|  Hvered to him; the firſt was a fymbol 


of his power and authority, the latter 
of his qualification for that honour. The 
Key he wore ever afterwards, as a fign 
to ſhew who he was, that he might not 
loſe any of the honours due to his title. 
This title, in its whole import, our Sa- 
viour forbids in his Church. The 

ſecond 


Gn 


ſecond, Kabi, which ſignifies a guide 


or leader, on whoſe word we may de- 
pend, he alſo forbids ; becauſe there are 
none whoſe words are ſufficient to direct 
_Chriſtians but the words of him who 
is their Lord, or ſuch as he inſpired by 
his Spirit, and infallibly guided into 
all truth. The laſt he ſufficiently diſ- 
. approves, Mark x. 42. But Jeſus called 
them unto him, and ſaid unto, them, Te 
know that they which are accounted to rule | 
over the Gentiles, exerciſe lordſhip over 
them, and their great ones exerciſe autho- 
rity wpon them. But it ſhall not be ſo 
among you ; but whoſcever will be greateſt 
among you, let bim be your ſervant. The 
_ concluſion which naturally ariſes from 
gur Saviour's ſentiments on this ſubject 
is,—That your titles of Lord, Father, 
and Doctor, are as expreſsly forbidden 
by our Saviour in any Church that is . 
his, as unbelief or fornication ; and 
while you hold by theſe forbidden ho- 
| ..nours, you have no ſcriptural claim to 
| I _ any 
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any memberſhip in his Church. My 
Lords, the reaſoning is plain and fair; 
and without you deny the words of Jeſus 
Chriſt you cannot refuſe the argument. 
Theſe are ſpurious titles that your Re- 
verences aſſume. If you are Lords in 
_ Chriſt's Church, pray, be fo good as 
ſhew his authority for your dominion ; 
if you are Fathers, ſhew us thoſe chil> 
| dren you have begotten to a lively hope 
by your doctrine; if you are Maſters, 
be ſo kind as inform us, in what part of 
the New Teſtament you find a right to 
this honour. The demand is reaſonable, 
my Lords, and you ought to comply 
with it for your own ſakes. All men 
have a right to queſtion your authority, 
till you ſhew that it is eſtabliſhed on dis 
vine Revelation. 


But perhaps our Saviour revealed the 
inſtitution of Hierarchy to his apoſtles 
afterwards, when he ſent the Holy 
Ghoſt upon the day of Pentecoſt. —— 

Let 


SERMON UI. 69 
Let us then turn over the ſacred pages, 
and ſee if we can light upon this Reve- 
lation. The firſt time we meet with any 
word which ſounds any thing like Epiſ- 
copacy is in Acts i. 20. His Biſhoprick 
let another take, The Greek word 
Exicxewi ſignified the office which Ju- 
das ſuſtained among the Apoſtles, and 
from which he fell by his tranſgreſſion, 
but has no relation to the power and 
authority of Lords Spiritual. Judas has 
far too many ſueceſſors, - more than all 
the Apoſtles put together, and I hope 
your Lordſhips are not diſpoſed to put 
in your claim among the reſt, The 
word Biſhoprick, in our language, ſig- 
nifies the Dioceſe of a Biſhop, and not 
the office; but the Greek word here ſig- 
nifies the office which Judas ſuſtained, 
which, during our Saviour's life, was 
to preach the Goſpel, and work mi- 
racles. Our Saviour informs us, that 
there was to be no Lordſhips among his 
diſciples ; this 'Ewioxewn could not then 
7 3 conſiſt 
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conſiſt of any power that Judas had' 
above the reſt of the Apoſtles ; for our 
Lord did not allow that as long as he 
| lived, and after his death, we never 
find that ever his —_— claimed any 
ſuch power. 


But let us proceed to Acts xx. 28. 
Take heed therefore to yourſelves, and to 
the flock over which, the Holy Ghoſt have 


made you overſeers, 'Eaioxowss, io feed the 


Church of God which he hath purchaſed 
with' his own blood. For I know that after 
my departing ſball grievous wolves enter 
in among you, not ſparing the flock. There, 
my Lords, you have the office of a 
Biſhop deſcribed from a very beautiful 
compariſon : it is to feed the flock as a 
ſhepherd does his ſheep, How is that? 
He feeds them in his Maſter's paſtures, 
according to his commandment, They 
are his Maſter's flock, which he watches 
over and feeds, in thoſe paſtures which 
the Maſter of the ſheep hath appointed, 
w 7 + 9 


— 
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This is a laborious office, and hath no 
authority annexed. to it, except that of 
feeding the flock where the owner hath 
appointed. Is there any thing like your 
office in this? Is there any Church 
power here? any authority to make 
and impoſe Articles upon the Flock of 
Chriſt ? Give the Flock of Chriſt their 
own food, which the great Maſter hath. 
appointed them; ſuffer them to enjoy 
the incorruptible Word, which liveth and 
abideth for ever. Thoſe Biſhops men- 
tioned in this Church of Epheſus were 
only Shepherds; ſo many Paſtors to 
feed and watch over their reſpective 
flocks. There is a wide difference be- 
tween a Shepherd and a Lord. The 
ideas are quite oppoſite. How would 
Lord Shepherd ſound at Court? It is 
however juſt as good and true a title as 
my Lord Biſhop, and juſt as plainly 
pointed out in this text. The New 
Teſtament is very plain in this point; it 
needs no criticiſm to find out its mean- 

8 | ing. 
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ing. A Chriſtian Biſhop is a Paſtor, 
whoſe office is to feed his flock with the 
word of Truth. You, my Lords, are 
a ſtrange ſet of Paſtors, to feed the flock 
committed to your care by ſubſtitutes. 
How are you ſure they will take care of 
them, and feed them in your Maſter's 
paſtures. Ther is not a farmer in Eng- 
land would al is ſhepherds to uſe 
ſuch freedom with his flocks as to com- 
mit the care of them to others, that they 
_ themſelves may trifle and live at caſe,— 
The Apoſtle ſaw your day afar off, and 
was ſad.—— He ſpeaks of grievous 
wolves entering in, who would not ſpare 
the flock. He certainly had an eye to 
thoſe Clergy who devour rich livings, 
but ſeldom or never preach to their 
people. All that we have found is far 
from being any proof of an Hierarchy. 


In the beginning of Pauls Epiſtle to 
the Philippians he makes mention of 
Biſhops and Deacans. Pray, my Lords, 

| how 
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how many Dioceſian Biſhops might there 
be in this City and its environs? For, 

according to all accounts, it was not very 
large, nor yet the Chriſtians there very 
numerous. They muſt certainly have 
had very ſmall livings in thoſe times. 
But there is one thing which the friends 
of the Hierarchy often forget, that the 
word Ecclefa in the New Teſtament ſig- 
nifies an aſſembly of Chriſtians meeting 
in one place, having full authority to dif- 
charge all religious duties, and perform 
all -a&s of diſcipline. There is ſome 
reaſon to conclude that the Saints, Bi- 
ſhops, and Deacons, 
congregation ; this 
of the Hierarchy to prove, that there 
were more congregations at Philippi 
than one, otherwiſe it will render their 
Biſhopricks very ſmall. It will be an 
hard taſk to prove an aſſembly in this 
city except one ; and, till this is done, 
there is ſtill wanting a New Teſtament 
proof for an Hierarchy. 


It 
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It is time now to proceed to Timothy 
and Titus, who are ſaid to have been 
Dioceſian Biſhops. They appear only 
to have been Evangeliſts ſent by the 
Apoſtles to ſet things that were wanting 
in order, and ſeem to have been altoge- 
ther under the direction of Paul, All 
chat they were to deliver was what they 

had received of him as an inſpired 
Apoſtle, and when they had done that, 
their commiſſion was executed. They 
ordained Biſhops and Deacons, and put 
theſe Churches in order; but there is 
not one word in all the Epiſtles to theſe 
two Brethren that implies any Juriſdic- 
tion they had over thoſe Churches after 
they had ſettled Church Officers amongſt 
them. They went away and left them 
after they had fulfilled their commiſſion 
which the Apoſtle gave them. We find 
them elſewhere travelling with Paul, and 
never hear a ſingle word of their re- 

turning to their Dioceſes any more. 


Timothy was called to Rome, and Titus 
| to 
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to Dalmatia ; but there is no aceount 
that ever they viſited Epheſus or Crete 
any more. It is indeed alleged that 
the continued to be Biſhops, and car- 
ried their Epiſcopal Function along 
with them; but it would appear that 
they were never ſettled ſtatedly in any 
place more than the Apoſtles. By look- 
ing into Titus, i. 5, 6, 7. I find in the 
Apoſtle's opinion, that an Elder and a 
Biſhop are all one. My Lords, let us 
read the paſſage; it is a very plain one. 
For this cauſe have I left thee at Crete, 
that thou mayeſt ſet in order the things 
that are wanting, and ordain Elders in 
every city, as I had appointed thee. any 
be blameleſs, the buſband of one wife, hav- 
ing faithful children, not . accuſed. of  riat, 
or unruly. Fur a Biſhop muſt be blames 
leſs, as the fteward of Gad, nor. /elf-willed, 
not ſoon angry, not given to wine, ng 
ſiriker, not given to filthy lucre,. It ap- 
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pears exceedingly plain to an unlearned 
reader, that this Elger' and Biſhop are 
the very ſame office, and the officers. 
have the very ſame qualifications aſſigned 
them. Now theſe Elders or Biſhops, 
or whatſoever name they may receive, 
had no power either to ordain or do 
any thing elſe without the conſent or ap- 
probation of the whole Church. Even 
when the Apoſtles were at their head, 
they never pretended to act without the 
whole Church; this ſentiment is ſuffi- 
ciently plain from Acts xv. 22. Then it 
pleaſed the Apoſtles and Elders, with the 


' whole Church, to ſend choſen men of their 


own company to Antioch with Barnabas 
end Saul, &c. It is not. very likely, my 
Lords, that Paul would give a Power 
to Timothy and Titus to perform 
Epiſcopal Functions, which the whole 
College of Apoſtles and Elders would 
not take upon them when aſſembled to- 
gether. As for the power of ordina- 
tion, which your Reverences claim a 
ſole 
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fole right to, it is far from being plain 
that you have any more right than the 
pooreſt Curate in the kingdom; for it 
is manifeſt that the Apoſtles never 
claimed it, as you do. They ordained 
Elders in every Church; but then the 
Church was preſent to give their ſanction 
to the deed : it might as well have been 
faid, that they ordained Elders to every 
Church, if they had conceived they had 
a right to do it. Your Lordſhips can- 
not be offended when I refuſe you your 
pretended excluſive privilege of ordina- 
tion, when I deny that ever the Apoſtles 
had any ſuch authority. You are not 
certainly greater than the Apoſtles of 
Jeſus Chriſt, The Apoſtles and the 
Churches jointly might ordain Elders, 
or the Apoſtles and, Elders with the 


Churches where they reſided, might 


likewiſe do it; but it does not appear 
from the whole New Teſtament, that 
cither a fingle Apoſtle, or all of them 
together, ordained any Elders without 
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the aſſiſtance and conſent of the Churches 
where they were ordained. 'The Doc- 
tors, perhaps, were not thinking of this 
negative upon the idol of their Epiſcopal 
power. The Apoſtle Paul, though he 
was called of God to preach the Goſpel 
to the Gentiles, yet received his ordina- 
tion in the Church of Antioch, without 
having the aſſiſtance of any of the 
Apoſtles. Even common teachers were 
allowed to join in this ceremony; which 
ſhews that it was no excluſive privilege 
lodged in the hands of Biſhops or 
Apoſtles. Some of your Lordſhips* 
Chaplains, I know, can ſay a great deal 
about it, and about it, on this paſſage ; but 
plain honeſt men will eaſily perceive that 
the Holy Ghoſt has always paid ſuch a 
regard to the Churches, that after they 
were once organized, he has never 
permitted any officers to proceed with- 
out their approbation, when tranſactions 
were performed within their bounds. 


As 
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As I have before proved from the Old 
Teſtament, that your Hierarchy has no 

. foundation there, ſo I apprehend that I 
have ſhewed there is as little foundation 
for it in the New Teſtament. I ſhall 


therefore conclude this diſcourſe. 


SERMON 


\ 


MaTTAEw, Ch. xxiii. ver. 4. 


For they bind heavy burdens and grievous 

to be borne, and lay them on men's ſhoul- 

diert; but they themſelves will not move 
them with one of their fingers. 


HE burdens which the Church 
1 lays upon us are like the taxes laid 
on by the Government, they are ſeldom 
removed; and what is worſe, there is 
no mercy to be expected if we will not 
bear them patiently. Thoſe who deal 
in religious matters, and do not partake 
of the influence of the Goſpel, are ge- 
nerally more deſtitute of compaſſion than 
F rakes 
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rakes and profligates. I have ſeen a 
poor wretch make an impreſſion on a 
diſſolute fellow, who could not pick a 
farthing from a very wealthy Gentleman 
in Black. The reaſon why perſons of 
this laſt character are ſo backward in 
feeling for their fellow-creatures ap- 
pears to me to be this; they accuſtom 
themſelves ſo frequently to ſpeak what 
they do not beheve, and are employed 
in what they have no affection for, that 
they render their minds inſenſible to all 
things where their intereſt is not con- 
cerned, 


I have, in the preceding diſcourſe, 
demonſtrated, that our High Prieſts are 
true copies of the Jewiſh Phariſees, and 
that there is no foundation for the Hie- 
rarchy, either under the ancient Theo- 


cracy, or under the Goſpel. I ſhall next 
endeavour to ſhew, that every kind of I 
earthly ſupremacy in the Church is a t 

12 t 


burden grievous to be borne. 


* This 
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1. This will appear, à priore, by rea- 
ſoning from the cauſe to the effect. If 
we conſider the eauſe of this evil, it is 
the wicked one, who never meant well 
to the human race. Our Saviour af- 
firmed this of the Phariſees.— Te are of 
your father the devil, and the works of 
your father ye will do. By bringing over 
our firſt Parents to notions of Hie- 
rarchy, he fixed a burden upon them 
and their poſterity, which is yet to be 
felt. lt was wicked ſpite in the Devil 
to envy our firſt Parents the happineſs 
they enjoyed under the dominion of 
their Maker ; his yoke is never grie- 
vous; obedience to his laws is the High 
liberty. Satan ſeems to have perceived 
this, and made his attack in ſuch a man- 
ner, thht if he ſucceeded in his ſtrata- 
gem, he was ſure to inſlave the human 
race. He put a earthly Hierarchy into 
their head, and perſuaded them, that if 
they would obey his injunctions, they 

ſhould be as Gods, knowing Good and 

| Fa: Evil, 
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Evil. Our fooliſh firſt Parents believed 
this Father of Lies, and ſwallowed the 
bait which he offered them. It is a 
pleaſing idea to be at the head of affairs, 
Few are able to reſiſt a temptation, which, 
in all reſpects, flatters their pride,—and 
to be as Gods too, was exceedingly pleaſ- 
ing. By this defire of ſupremacy, poor 
fooliſh man became a dupe to the arti- 
ſice of an enemy, from whom no good 
could be expected. This new. Hie- 
rarchy has entailed a burden of _ guilt 
upon the world, and rendered mankind 
abſolute ſlaves. It is amazing how the 
lame ſnare catches all the children of 
Adam; for almoſt all men love to be 
firſt in directing matters, which concern 
both themſelves and others. The ſame 
principle which made our old Father ſeek 
to be as God, determines his offspring 
to ſeek to be Monarchs and Biſhops, It 
was eſpecially a ſpiritual dominion which 
the deceiver perſuaded man to affect; — 
to know Good and Evil belongs to the 
Mind. 
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Mind. God is the Supreme Judge in 
this matter; and to ſeek to attain it in 
any other way than the channel of his 
pleaſure, is no leſs a crime than high 
treaſon againſt the Almighty. The De- 
vil is the author of this treaſon ; for he 
abode not in the Truth, but firſt rebelled 
againſt Heaven himſelf, and then ſes» 
duced man into the ſame error. If any 
credit can be given to Milton, who 
ſeems to have been particularly ac- 
quainted with the hiſtory of Satan, jt 
was. the defire of dominion which in- 
elined him to rebel. He deſired to be 
Archbiſhop in Heaven, and all the re- 
ligious Hierarchies have proceeded upon 
his principles. Milton ſays, that he en- 
vied the pre- eminence of the Meſſiah, 

whom he found that Jenovan was to 
exalt above all principalities and powers ; 
he therefore wanted to ſupplant him, or 
at leaſt to ſhare with him in dominion. 
My Lords, you cannot aſſign a better rea- 
ſon for Dioceſan Epiſcopacy than this, 
| 2 which 
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which Milton has ſuggeſted. I am al- 
moſt ſorry to purſue this ſubjeR, for fear 
I ſhall argue downwards, till I come to 
the Biſhops, The top of the fabric of 
Hierarchy over men's ſouls was Lucifer ; 
from him it deſcended to our i Pa- 
rents, from them to their ſon Cain; Nim- 
rod is ſaid to have aſſumed it, and ſet up 
the worſhip of fire, and to haye impoſed 
the articles of his Creed on all who were 
under his juriſdiction on pain of burn» 
ing. It came down to Nebuchadnez- 
zar, who ſet up an idol in the plains of 
Dura, and obliged-all to worſhip it, on 
pain of death. The Jews ſeem to 
have learned this principle at Baby- 
lon, and brought it home with them 
to their own land; then it fell into 
the hands of the High Prieſts, Scribes, 
and Phariſees. Diotrephes catched it 
in the days of the Apoſtles; from him 
it was carried to Aſia and Africa; it pro- 
ceeded weſtward, and ſettled for a long 
time at Rome. But it came to England, 

| where 
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where it yet remains in the office-and 
temper of your Lordſhips, who bind 
heavy burdens upon men's ſhoulders. 
Grievous is the cauſe of all Hierarchies 
in matters of Religion, and hard to be 
borne. Who would not think it hard to 
be under the juriſdiction of the Prince of 
the power of the air, the ſpirit that rules 
in the hearts of the children of diſobedience ? 
This is a grievous burden, my Lords, 
that men muſt be obliged to ſubmit to 
a power which has done ſo much injury 
to mankind. Compare the cauſe and the 
effect, and you will find them as like 
one another as children can poflibly be 
tice their father. All Hierarchies in 
the Church inſlave the Conſciences of 
men, who are ſuch fools to ſubmit to 
them. Satan could not eſtabliſh his Hie- 
rarchy among the human race till he 
made them flaves, and corrupted their 
feelings for Liberty. He became firſt 
Lord of their Faith, and then became 
Maſter of their Paſſions. The Devil was 
e F 4 the 
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the firſt created Being that -impoſed Ar- 
ticles of Belief upon men; he perſuaded 
them that the Almighty's Articles of 
Faith which he impoſed were not true, 
and foiſted in his own falſchood in place 
of them; he did it by a ſort of comment, 
as your Lordſhips *« compoſe Articles. 
God knows, ſays the Devil, ye Hall not 
 ferely die; but ye ſhall be as Gods, knows 
ing Good and Evil, This is ſomething 
like your Thirty-nine Articles; it may 
be underſtood more ways than one; it 
has a double meaning. There is no . 
doubt but God knew all things concern 
ing life or death; but the Devil did not 
explain his terms, but played the ſophiſt. 
In a word, he wanted his Articles to paſs, 
and did not heſitate to play a trick to 
have them received. If once he could 
obtain credit to his doctrine, he knew 
his main point was gained; it would be 
eaſy to inſlave men if once he had poſ- 
ſeſſion of the heart. I is with the heart 
men believe. The meaning of all human 

Articles 
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Articles are the ſame; the intention of 
them is to bring men over to the domi- 
nion of the impoſers, that they may be 
their Maſters in things religious. Thoſe 
who gain their point in this particular 
perform but a deviliſh trick when they 
have done. It is only doing what Satan 
has done veſt chem, 'forming a ſcheme 
to ſupport an Hierarchy. : The Devil's 
ſyſtem of Articles was not all lies either; 
there was far too much truth in his Doc- 
trine. He ſaid that our firſt Parents 
ſhould know Good and Evil if they taſted 
the forbidden fruit ;—and ſo they did 
with a vengeance: they knew them- 
ſelves ruined by loſing the favour of 
their Maker, lt was not becauſe Sa- 
tan's Articles were all falſe that they de- 
ſerved to have been rejected, but be- 
cauſe they were ſubſtituted in the room 
of the word of God, in the ſame manner 
that Biſhops impoſe human Articles. 

Such a iſhop Burnet, who had 
a gift of explaining Articles, might find 
„„ a ſenſo 
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a ſenſe in which the words of Satan 
might be taken, that any good Church- 
man might ſubſcribe them. I can aſſure 
you, My Lords, that there are a number 
of as lying - lke things in the Thirty- nine 
Articles, which his Grace has made a 
ſhift to make look tolerably decent. But 
all this is ſenſual and deviliſh, acting the 
part of Satan, who perſuaded man that 
God's word was not ſufficient, but needed 
Jome additaments. There is not the 
ſmalleſt difference between the practice 
of that old Uſurper and' that of your 
Lordſhips, if you conſider matters im- 
partially. It was for the ſake of having 
dominion over men's Conſciences that 
Lucifer impoſed his Creed; and for the 
ſame reaſon you impoſe your Articles. 
Be not offended at the compariſon. The 
author of Hierarchy is of a high extract; 
he was once a principality and power in 
Heaven, though, for uſurping the place 
of God, he is now a fallen Spirit, and 
reſerved in chains of darkneſs till the judg- 
| - ment 
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ment of the great day. There is the end 
of uſurping unjuſt dominion, my Loyzds; 
ſuch as the cauſe W A NF e 


But if we ſhall argue a * dom 
the effects to the cauſe, the Hierarchy 
will appear a burden grievous to be 
borne. As from the ſmalleſt pile of graſs 
we may reaſon up to the Deity ; ſo from 
the loweſt branch of an earthly Hierar- 
chy in Religion, we are led tothe Devil, 
This 1s perhaps not delicate enough for 
the ears of your Lordſhips; but it is 
plain, and what is more, it is #00 trugs 
Let us try if we can make this out. 
Have therefore a little patience, and 
you ſhall fee how ſoon a perſon who 
comes into the hands of the Church 
comes to his ne plus ultra, For example, 
he begins with a Pariſh Clerk, Prieſts, 
or Churchwardens, and refuſes to pay 
for bread he never taſted, and wine he 
never drank ; what is the cofiſequence ? 
He is next Put into the hands of the 

Apparitor, 
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| Apparitor, from thence into the Proctors 


in the Spiritual Court; he is judged by 


the Chancellor, without a Jury of his 


Peers, at laſt excommunicated and de- 
livered to the Devil; ſo that it is mani- 
feſt that there is but one ſtep between 
your Lordſhips and Satan. This. is a 
ſhort way'of landing in the hands of the 
tormentor. Whatever part of the Hie- 
rarchy we begin at, our laſt ſtage is at 


the Devil; unleſs we ſubmit in all things 


to our ghoſtly guides.——This is a bur- 
den grievous to be borne; whether we 
move upwards or downwards, we are 
oppreſſed, and troubles await us every 
where, while we are under the dominion 
of High Prieſts. It is a fearful thing to 
fall into their hands. Chamberlayne 
tells us, That if a man. refuſes to 
& anſwer, or otherwiſe to ſatisfy the 
“ Court, he is excommunicated or ex- 
& cluded from the Church; or if not 
* from the Church, yet ſrom the com- 
& munion of the Lord's Supper; is diſ- 

abled 
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« abled to be Plaintiff in a ſuit at law, 
« &c” If a man does not ſatisfy the 
Court, which your Lordſhips know is 
not eaſily done, he is preſently deprived 
of a right to live; and if he happens to 
die under the ſentence of the Clerical 
Court, he is denied a Chriſtian Burial, 
and left in the hands of the Devil. Lord 
have mercy on us What a burden is this, 
and grievous to be borne ? The honeſteſt 
man in the world may land in Hell after 
this faſhion, provided your ſentences 
ſtand ratified. 


I have ſhewed, by reaſoning from the 
cauſe to the effect, and from the effect 
to the cauſe, that a temporal Hierarchy 


in Spiritual Things is a burden grievous 
to be borne. 


1 ſhall now conclude with ſome im- 
provement of the ſubjeQ. i 


| It will appear manifeſt, from what u 
deen * your Lordſhips oughtto be 
\ | ſervants 
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| ſervants in the Church, and not Lords 


lay aſide the Articles, thoſe badges of 
Popery, and all ti fopperies of that 
Antichriſtian Hierarchy, which you {till 
retain. When you know that many of 


over God's yo that you ought to 


your Clergy want to. be caſed of thoſe 


burdens, you ought to grant them re- 
lief. You are holding a power which is 
not founded in right, and which, at 
beſt, is tyranny, and diſgraceful to hu- 
man nature, There can be no real glory 
in ſhackling the Conſciences of your 
fellow men and brethren. It i is the glory 
of the ſaints of the other world to caſt 
down their Crowns before the Throne 
of the Lamb. Throw away your Mitres, 
my Lords, and become plain Miniſters ; 
your livings will be then better beſtowed 
upon you, and you yourſelves will be 
more uſeful. It is not long before they 
ſhall drop from your brows, and your 
Honour: ſhall be laid in the duſt, You 
NOW * Honours like Gods, but ye 

ſhall 
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ſhall die like n_ fall like one of the 
pzople. Suffer the word of exhortation, 
and liſten to it. There is more truth 
in what has been ſaid than you are aware 
of. Allow your Conſciences to ſpeak; 
and liſten to their admonitions. The 
King of Kings comes to reward every 
one according to their works. It will 
be a ſolemn day, my Lords; you never 
ſaw the like of it at Court.——Before | 
bis face the Heavens and Earth ſhall flee — 
away; he ſhall ſit on the Throne of his i! 
Glory, and before him ſhall be gathered 1 | 
all nations; Kings and Biſhops ſhall be 
there: your juſtum & tenacem propofets 
virum, which hath endured the civium 
ardorem prava- jubentium.——Your obſti« 
nacy in refuſing the juſt demands & - 
your brethren will not ſupport you when 
the heavens are on fire. I think I heap 


you ſay, 


Si fraftus illabatur orbis, 
ENG ' Impavidos ferient rune, 
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It will not do, my Lords. Vou never 
aw any thing like this ſolemnity. The 
Apoſtle John ſays, The Books ſhall be 
opened. The Books of your Spiritual 
Courts, the Books of Conſcience, 
and the Books of Divine Revelation.— 
Not a ſecret ſhall be hidden;——You _ 
ſtare! but you ſhall find it true.— 
What has long been hid ſhall be made 
manifeſt, clear as a ſun beam. You 
have had your good things in this life.— 
It would hardly be reaſonable to give 
any more.—Remember the rich man, 
my Lords.——Ah! he had his good 
things, as you have now in this life, and 
little thought of another world ;—but 
be died, and ſo muſt you : after death 
there is a judgement,——This, your 
Lordſhips will perhaps think too grave 
diſcourſe for men in high life,—who 
are accuſtomed to courtly phraſeology. 
There is nothing mean in this, my 
Lords,—it is even worthy of a Biſhop's 
| | confideration z 


conſideration ; and whether you think 
ſo or not, you will find it true, 


We may fee, from what has been ſaid, 
that there is not a Clergyman in Great 
Britain can vindicate your Hierarchy 
without perverting the Scriptures. All 
your Advocates ſhew evident marks of | Cl 
diſtreſs, when they attempt to plead | 
your cauſe. ——Their arguments are 
forced and unnatural, and carry no evi- : 
dence along with them; they may con- 
fuſe weak minds, but will have ſmall in- | | 
fluence upon men of underſtanding. All =_ 
their criticiſm on Greek words, and their 
quotations from the Fathers, thew how 
they are pinched to make out their ar- 
guments. They would do better to fol- 
low nature, and ſpeak plainly.——Your 
Cauſe is tolerably well underſtood at this 
day ; few believe in their Conſciences 
that the Hierarchy is a divine inſtitu- 
tion :—but it has, my Lords, what is 
more engaging to fleih and blood to ſu- 
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port it.—large yearly incomes, and acts of 
Parliament. Theſe will ſerve for a ſeaſon 
to ſupport you againſt all rational convic- 
tion, and you will take all the reſt to a 
longer day. My Lords, I do not envy 
you your good things; but it is hard you 
mould glory in holding men under your 
laſn. Let us have a toleration to ſerve 
God according to the dictates of ou, 
own Conſciences, without moleſtation, 
and we ſhall aſk no more. Vou might, 
my Lords, ſuffer the Bill for the Relief 
of Diſſenters to paſs without oppoſition, 
for it can do you no good to oppoſe it; 
—but whether you do or not, it will 
give them ſmall concern, provided you 
tet them alone. Before we part, my 
Lords, let us pray :——May all Church 
Hierarchy ſoon. be hid in the duſt, and 
all human Articles demoliſhed ;-—may 
we have the word of God for the ſole 
Articles of our Faith, and honeſt Teach- 
ers to put us in mind of our duty; - may 
pur Faith be free, and our Love un- 
2 feigned 
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feigned ;—may we ſerve the one Lord, 
and obey him from the heart ;—may 
your Lordſhips obtain repentance and 
remiſſion of ſins, and may we all rejoice 
in one another's happineſs, Amen. 
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1 TiMoTaHy, Ch. iii. yer. 26 | 


4 Biſhop muſe be blameleſs ;j—apt to 
teach not given to filthy lucre j not 
covetous, &c. 


Y Lords, tlieſe are qualifications 
rarely to be found among Bi- 
ſhops.——It is an high character to be 
blameleſs, and is ſeldom to be found 
upon the Sacerdotal Bench. Your Lord- 
ſhips will, before we proceed, pleaſe to 
conſider the Scripture idea of a Biſhop ; 
and I muſt direct your attention to the 
opinion of one who knew well the mean- 
> : ing 
» \ 


- 
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ing of the word Biſhop, ——Titus, by 
your Church, is ſaid to have been or- 
dained the fir/t Biſhop of the Gretians ; ; and 
Paul ſays to him, For this cauſe have I 
left thee at Crete, that thou ſhouldeft ſet 
in order the things that are wanting, and 
ordain Elders in every Church, as I had 
appointed thee. If any man be blameleſs,— 
for a Biſhop muſt be blameleſs as the Stew- 
ard of God. The Apoſtle Paul affirms, 
that a Biſhop and an Elder are the fame 
office. There i is not one word of a Bi- 
ſboprick or a Dioceſe here, At this time 
Clerical Juriſdiction, and large Tempo- 
ralities were unknown in the Chriſtian 
Church. But to proceed to conſider 
the ſentiments which are manifeſtly con- 
tained in the text, and its connection, 
it muſt be obſerved, in the firft place, 
that a Biſhop, who is blamelefs, muſt 
have the characters recommended by 
the Apoſtle. He muft be the huſband of 
one wife ; which intimates that young, 


vain, light men are not fit to be Elders 
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or Biſhops in a New Teſtament Church, 
and that they ought to be perſons who 
neither live in Polygamy, nor devote 
themſelves to Celibacy, contrary to na- 
ture, It is not to be ſuppoſed, my 
Lords, that men who live as you, in 
luxury and voluptuouſneſs, can remain 
chaſte, without the uſe of that appoint- 
ment which the Lord of the Church has 
inſtituted to keep her members holy. 
Before a man is preferred to ſo many 
thouſands of yearly income, it is but 
reaſonable he ſhould do ſome ſervice to 
the State, and maintain a family like 
other Chriſtians. The Apoſtle recom- 
mends a wife to every Biſhop; and it 
appears to be a taſk that will greatly 
pinch the Critics to prove that any man 
has a right to the office of a Biſhop while 
he remains unmarried. The words bf © 
the Apoſtle are both explicit and ex- 
preſs. A Biſhop mt be the huſband of 
one wife, It is a fair inference from the 
text, that ſuch Biſhops as are unmarried 
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are not blameleſs. It is manifeſtly con: 
trary to the expreſs words of the Apoſtle, 
to prefer men to offices in the Church 
who behave expreſsly contrary to the 
expreſs letter of the Scripture. 


There is one poſitive idea expreſſed in 
the context, and that is, that a Biſhop 
muſt work. He muſt not remain idle in 
the Church, nor devour livings without 
diſcharging the duties which belong to 
the enjoyment thereof. The Apoſtle 
knew of na ſinecures in his day; all 
thoſe Biſhops whom he authoriſed were 
working Biſhops, men who applied them- 
ſelves to the work of the Miniſtry, and 
were obliged to be diligent in ſerving 
the Church. | 


My Lords, you cannot prove that 
any New Teſtament Biſhops hired 
Curates or Chaplains to perform the 
drudgery work of the Church, and 
remained idle themſelves. The writingg 


of 
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of the Apoſtles ſuggeſt not the leaſt hint 
concerning a ſubſtitute; thoſe Elders 
performed their work in propria perſona, 
and did not like you ſerve the Lord by 
proxy. The idea of ſubſtitutes in reli- 
gious exerciſes is merely a creature of 
Civil Goyernment, and belongs to the 
kingdoms of this world. You cannot 
find it in all the New Teſtament. You 
| therefore ought in conſcience to re- 


nounce it, ſeeing you have no authority 
for it in all the Scriptures, 


The Apoſtle Paul was a Biſhop, but 
he wrought hard and lived meanly ; his 
houſe was hired, and the Churches ſup- 
ported him by their private bounties.— 
And, my Lords, he ſometimes wrought 
with his hands, that he might not be bur- 
denſome. Wherever the Apoſtles went, 
they always preached the Goſpel, and 
inſtructed the Churches as Miniſters of 
Jeſus Chriſt. I with I could ſay as 
much for your Lordſhips. You would 
fink Tr diſgraced to preach to 


a poor 
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poor country audience. But to ſay 
the truth, you ſeldom preach at all, ex- 
cept before the Court, or His Majeſty, 
and as ſeldom in that way as poſſible. 
Lou practice as if the Apoſtle had ſaid, 
He that deſires the office of a Biſhop 
deſires a good benefice; for it appears 
to be the ſole object of your attention. 
Your zeal for tythes demonſtrates this 
fact; were your zeal for the ſucceſs of 
Religion as conſpicuous, perhaps the 
publick would think the expence better 
beſtowed ; but ſeeing you do not work, 
the generality of the nation think you 
ought to eat leſs.— And now, that we 
have come to this point, it may not be 
beſide the purpoſe to ſettle the ſubject of 
Tythes before we proceed to conſider 
the other characters of a Chriſtian Bi- 
ſhop, and ſee how far you are to blame 
in this particular. This ſubject is a ten- 
der one, and ſome will think that it 
ſhould be touched gently; but, my 
Lords, we muſt juſt take it as it is, and 

| diſcuſs 
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difcuſs it the beſt way we can, Yau 
hold your right to Tythes either Jure di- 
vino or Jure humano. If you hold them 
by the firſt tenor, this right muſt de 


fome where to be found i in the New Teſ- 


tament; for what Is faid concerning 
them under the law, refers to a ſyſtem 
which is long ago aboliſhed. You pre- 
tend to be the ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles, 
and not of the Jewiſh Prieſthood, and 
ought therefore to behave like your Pre- 
deceſſors. Let us fee what were their 
claims concerning Tythes. They happen 
to put in no claim at all, and for a good 
reaſon ; becauſe the law concerning 
Tythes \ was changed by the coming of the 
true High Prieſt. Hear what the Apoſtle 
ſays upon this ſubject, Heb. vii. 12. For 
the Prieſthood being changed, there is made of 
neceſſity a change alſo of the lat: for he of 
whom theſe things are ſpoken pertainethto an- 
other tribe, of which no man gave attendance 
at the altar, Alas, my Lords! here are 
Piber, Altars, and Priefts, demoliſhed at 


Once. 
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once. The Apoſtle even defics youtoprove 
your own exiſtence as Prieſts under the 
Goſpel, This is a moſt mercileſs argu- 
ment in favour of Tythes. The law con- 
cerning them is changed, and has no 
longer any force upon Chriſtians. 


But perhaps it may be ſaid, the Apoſtles 
lived under a government which was not 
Chriſtian, where there was no connection 
between the Church and the State, and 
could not put in their claim for Tythes 
for want of an alliance with the Civil 
Powers. But how could they have put 
in ſuch a claim when the law was chan- 
ged? This would have been to claim 
what they had no right to; for the right 
depended upon a Divine Law, which is 
now changed by an act of the Legiſ- 
lator who gave it at firſt, But had 
Tythes been of Divine right, it is not 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe but Divine Provi- 
dence would have allowed the firſt believ- 
ers a ſhare thereof, as well as thoſe who 
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now pretend to be their ſucceſſors, and 
hrvc exhibited a pattern for future ages 
to practife by. For although the Apoſtles 
eight not kave it in their power to claim 
Tythes from the Roman powers, yet had 
Tythes been of Divine right, they would 
certainly have chimed them from Chri- 
Mans, or at leaſt left fome hints that they 
were to he paid m ſome future period. 
But they ſay nothing concerning them, | 
except rhat che law which related to them | 
was laid aſide and changed. But ſec- 
ang they are not of Divine right, let us 
ſer how far they may be lawful Jure hu- f 
bin. Iam ſorry, my Lords, that in the | 
very beginning of this argument, yon 
arcobliged to ſet the laws of your Church 
and the laws of the New Teſtament in 
direct oppoſition to one another; for if 
Tyches are contrary to divine laws, no 
human authority can make them lawful. 
The Apoltle ſays, che law is changed by 
the coming of Chriſt ; and you have in - 
vented a Succedaneum to ſupply its place. 

Is 
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Is not this ſubſtituting a human invention 
in the Church, in tlie place of an abo- 
liſhed ſtatute, contrary to the meaning 
of the Legiſlator. But ſuppoſe you hold 
your right to Tytlies by the laws of the 
land, laws that were formed ſeveral cen- 
turies ago, then it is evident that thoſe 
| Jaws could ſecure nothing to you except 
what was then taken into the idea. of 
Tythes. The various improvements in 
agriculture were not underſtood by the 
ancient laws concerning Tythes. There 
are many things which you claim the 
Tythe of, which were not then known, 
and could be no object of thoſe laws; 
therefore your claim is unjuſt, becauſe 
it is founded upon no law. There are 
many exotics which would never have 
grown in Britiſh ſoil, if the induſtry of 
ingenious men had not brought them 
from foreign parts, and. cultivated them 
at a great expence. Thoſe wilds which 
Gentlemen and Farmers have eultivated; 
would never have brought any Tythes 

| | to 
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to the Church, had not the ſubſtance 

of thoſe induſtrious perſons been ex- 
| pended to cultivate and manure them; 
and is it reaſonable that men who have 
not expended one farthing in the im- 
provement, ſhould reap the fruits of 
other men's ſubſtance and induſtry ? It 
certainly could never be the meaning of 
a rational law to hinder the progreſs of 
improvement of lands by agriculture, 
which the laws concerning Tythes muſt: 
do, as they are at preſent applied; for 
what man will ever ſpend his ſubſtance 
in improving waſte grounds, when he 
knows that others, of whom he is by no- 
means advantaged, wilt come in for a 
ſhare of the profits, and demand a divi- 
dend of all he hath gained by much 
toil, induſtry, and expence ? It is more 
than the Clergy have any right to, from 
any. advantage they are to the publick, 
or ſervice to the government; for it 
is manifeſt that the ſubjects are as wiſe 
and as loyal where they are taught by 

3 Teuber 
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Teachers which are ſupported by their 
own bounty; as thoſe who are inſtructed 
by the Tythe Gentry. My Lords, it is 
, ſhameful for men who profeſs to direct 
others in the ways of truth and righte- 
ouſneſs, to give ſuch examples of oppreſ- 
ſion and injuſtice. Your Tythes were 
eſtabliſhed in times of Popery, and are 
mere fragments of Popiſh tyranny and 
ſuperſtition. It is time to give them up, 
and accept of a modus which may be 
competent to ſupport you like other 
Chriſtians. If you carry this point too 
far, the time may come when a root and 
branch law may ſhake the pillars of 


pour Hierarchy, and lay your Mitres in 


the duſt. When once the lay part of 
the nation ſeriouſly conſider this point, 
they will find means to have themſelves 
inſtructed in religion at a leſs expence, 
and enjoy the fruits of their poſſeſſions 
without having them decimated by the 
the Clergy. 


2 : When 


SERMON IV. 113 

When 1 conſider the doctrine of 
Tythes as claimed by the laws of the 
land, it ſuggeſts to me an expedient to 
remove them. They are not eſſential 
to the Engliſh conſtitution, and may be 
removed without the ſmalleſt infringe- 
ment of Magna Charta. There have 


been many laws made of late years, which 


have had more the appearance of en- 
croachments upon the conſtitution of 
England than one for altering Tythes. 
May not the Legiſlature interpoſe, and 
give us new Tythe Laws, more advan- 
tageous for the welfare of the nation ? 
Your Lordſhips will ſay, Stop there; 
conſider how you will carry ſuch a law 
through the houſe of Peers. True, my 
Lords, it is a difficult point, and will re- 
quire ſome time: the nation muſt be 
made ripe for it; but when that time 
comes, twenty-ſix votes will not prevent 
it. You have no remedy except one to 
prevent a Bill for a new Tythe Law, and 
that is to encourage a general diſſipation 
H of 
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of the age, and promote ignorance; 
which, for the moſt part, you do. But 
in all this are you blameleſs? do you 


anſwer the character of Chriſtian Bi- 
ſhops, and pay proper attention to what 
the Spirit ſays to the Churches? Yon 
pretend to be Spiritual men, and aſſume 
very ſplendid and high titles. Lordi 
Spiritual is a magnificent character; it 
ſounds high, and is vaſtly flattering ;— 
but when you are not poſſeſſed of the 
Apoſtolical Qualifications of a Biſhop, 
all men of underſtanding muſt deſpiſe 
you. Were it not that I know how hard 
it is to commend truth to the con- 
ſciences of men of your character, I 
would addreſs your conſciences, and 
commend the truth to you in the ſight 
of God: I would ſay that you are mi- 
ſerable ſinners, who make void the word 
of God through your traditions ;—who 
impoſe your own inventions, inſtead of 
the appointments of Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles ;=-who love to be called of men 


Rabbi, 


Nobli, 8 are - pleaſed with ad in 
the Markets; who eat the fat, and de- 
vour the weak af the flock of Jeſus 
Chriſt ;—-who delight in the honours of 
the kingdoms of this world, and deſpiſe 
the .true .glory of Chriſtian Biſhops ;— 
who bind heavy burdens, and grievous 
to be borne, and lay them on men's 
ſhoulders, and will not touch them with 
one of your fingers. For all theſe things 
you ſhall receive the greater condemna- 
tion. Condemnation, my Lords, is a 
hard word, and what you are but ſeldom 
- accuſtomed to hear; but your hearts, 
in your grave moments, muſt condemn 
you z—and God is greater than your 
hearts, and will alſo condemn you. 1 
wiſh you would conſider how empty are 
your honours !' how dangerous your pre- 
ſent ſituation! Remember that a Biſhop 
muſt be blameleſs: ye are far from 
anſwering that pure character. Your 


_—_ office as Dioceſan Biſhops, is un- 
M 2 ſcriptural 
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ſcriptural, and impure ; your titles, as 
Lords Spiritual, are ſinful ; they are 
heatheniſh ſignatures of honour, unwor- 
thy of Chriſtians 3 for our Saviour has 
declared, They ſhall not be among his difs 
ciples *. It is a dreadful thought, an't 
pleaſe your Reverences! for it plainly 
implies that you are none of his diſciples. 
No Lordſhip or dominion can ever pre- 
vail among them, without giving our 
Saviour the lie, who hath ſaid expreſsly, 
It ſhall not be ſo among you. You ſee the 
alternative, my Lords; you muſt either 
give up your honours, and become Chri- 
ſtians, or rank with Heathens, and re- 
main unbelievers. All who believe the 
doctrines of the New Teſtament muſt 
conſider you as Heathens, while you aſ- 
ſume Lordſhip, fit in Parliament, and 
receive honours of men, and one an- 
other. You ſmile! but the ſubject is 
grave: —there is a period to come will 
ſpoil your mirth, and ſuggeſt grave ſen- 
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timents to your minds. The King of 
Kings will come to bring all men to an 
account; and thoſe who fhould have 
been Stewards of God muſt then ſettle 
all their reckonings, It is an awful 
thought, and therefore I ſhall conclude 
this diſcourſe, 
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1 TiMoTHY, Ch. iii. ver. 2, 3. 


4 Biſhop muſt be blaneleſe,—given to 
hoſpitality, —apt to teach ;—not greedy, 
_ of filthy lucre : — not covetous. 


LAMELESS! It would be a hap- 

py thing for Biſhops, as well as for 

the nation, if they only but half fulfilled 
this character. It was obſerved, that it 
belongs to the office of a Biſhop to work; 
thoſe who bear this office are not to be 
idle, otherwiſe they are to blame. Let 
us inquire into the work and employ» 
ment of a Chriſtian Elder, or Biſhop, 
ba and 
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and ſee, my Lords, how far you are 
blameleſs, or guilty. And as I mean 
to keep ſtrictly to the Scriptures, I hope 
your Lordſhips will give ſerious attention, 


1. A Biſhop muſt preach the word *; 
the word of Revelation is to be the ſub- 
ſtance of their preaching. Biſhops muſt 
publiſh to the Churches what has been 
before taught by Moſes, the Prophets, 
our Saviour, and his Apoſtles ; they are 
not left to purſue their own devices, nor 
to teach men the dreams of their own 
1maginatians ; but to keep ſtrictly ta the 
word of truth. They muſt work in the 
Scriptures, collect the various truths 

therein contained, and exhibit them to 
the view of all who hear them. The 
ſimple truths in the Scriptures need only 
to be fairly told, and repreſented in their 
own native ſimplicitv, to produce the 
effects they were intended for. There is 
no occaſion for the trappings of human 
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pratory to recommend the truths of the 


Goſpel, my Lords, they need only to 
be told. The Greek word np e, fig- 


nifies to publiſh or proclaim, as a Herald 
or Crier does a proclamation : you have 


nothing to do but to publiſh the glad 
tidings of Heaven to ſinners, and leave 
the conſequence to the Almighty. The 
importance of the Preacher adds nothing 

to the word which is preached, A Right 
Reverend Father in God has no more 
authority in preaching than the meaneſt 
Curate. The words that are ſpoken 
alone are fit to fulfil their own intention. 
All the fine periods of a Tillotſon, joined 


with the ſwaggering theatrical buf- 
foonery of Whitefield, will ever be in- 


ſufficient to reform the heart of a ſinner, 


or to convert any wicked perſon from 
2 evil of his way. 


Preaching is a work which requires 
much labour and induſtry ; the Biſhop 
muſt bring out of the treaſure of Revela- 
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tion things new and old; - muſt declare the 
ancient ways of God to man, in ſhewing 
mercy to the worthleſs in all ages. And 
the new diſplays of his grace and favour 
in continuing his loving-kindneſs to thoſe 
that know him. This work does not 
conſiſt in preparing a {tiff formal diſ- 
courſe, forged in a cloſet, and picked 
out of a number of muſty ſermons, on 
purpoſe to be preſented at St. James' $ 
as a propine for the Court. This, my 
Lords, is dry work, and exceedingly 
unprofitable for men. The New Teſta- 
ment overſeers do not ſerve the Lord with 
that. which coſts them nothing; they 
ſearch the Scriptures, and from the abun- 
dance of that treaſure enrich the minds 
of others : Out of Mo oſes and all the Pro- 
bets, in all the Scriptures, they ſhew the 
things which concern Jeſus Chriſt, This 
requires reading of the true ſort for a 
Biſhop, and will ſerve the wiſeſt man that 
ever lived, to ponder his whole lifetime. 
The moſt perfect and rational knowledge 
18 
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it teaches us what God is to us, and what 
are our duties to him, which to know is 
of infinite importance to all men. 


The word of God exhibits a grand 
and glorious reaſon of hope for guilty 
men; it declares that God is reconciled 
to ſinners on account of the work of his 
Son ; and that, on account thereof, God 
is juſt when he juſtifies the ungodly. It 
| proclaims this as the ſole foundation of 
a ſinner's hope before the Almighty ;— 
and declares that all who are perſuaded 
of this truth will be careful to maintain 


good works, It ſhews us what we can 


do, and what we cannot do, in matters 


of religion, It fully manifeſts that we all 


can do more than we are diſpoſed to do; 
and yet that our moſt perfect perform- 
ances are not ſufficient to acquit us in 
the ſight of one who knows our hearts. 
From the word of God we are informed, 
that thoſe who would enter into life muſt 
| keep 


is to be found in the word of God; for 
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keep the commandments ; and yet it alſo 
ſhews, that there was never any, except 
#he man Chrift Jeſus, who did ſo. From 
hence it is manifeſt, that is impoſſible 
for any man, under the influence of ſin 
and prejudice, to pleaſe God; and that 
m this grand point, our hopes of for- 
giveneſs muſt reſt upon the atonement of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and that, even in this, Reve- 
lation declares that the law is not dif- 
honoured, but magnified ; that it is not 
Antinomianiſm to truſt to the obedience 
of Chriſt for our acceptance with God; 
for if this were the cafe, all the Apoſtles 
were Antinomians. But, my Lords, if 
plain Scripture will not offend you, I 
will preſent toyoua few paſſages to prove 
the above obſervations. For all have 
finned, and come ſhort of the glory of God ; 
being juſtified freely by his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Chriſt Feſus : whom 
God hath before ordained to be à propitia- 
tion through faith in his blood, to declare 
bis righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that 
are 
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are paſt, through the forbearapce of God ; 
to declare at this time his righteouſneſs > 

that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of them 
that believe in Jeſus. Where is boaſting 
then? It is excluded, By what law? of 
works? Nay ; but by the law of faith. 
Therefore we conclude that a man is juſti- 

fied by faith without the deeds of the 
law *. For if righteouſneſs come by the 

law, then is Chrift dead in vain+. But 
that no man is juſtified by the works of the 
Jaw in the fight of God, it is evident: for, 
The juſt ſhall live by faith. And the law 
is not of faith: but, the man that doeth them 

ſhall live in them, Chriſt hath redeemed 
us from the curſe of the law, being made 
a curſe for us J. If you do not teach theſe 

doctrines which are fo clearly ſet down 
by the Apoſtles, you are not blamelej5, 
and ought not to be Biſhops. 


* Rom. iii. 23, 24, a5, 26, 27, 28. 
+ Gal. ii, 21, + Gal, iii. 11, C 
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2. Biſhops muſt watch; they muſt 
watch every opportunity of edifying 
thoſe whom they are appointed to over- 
ſee. For this reaſon it is required that 
they be preſent where their work is. 
The command is, Be inſtant in ſeaſon, and 
out of ſeaſon. The Greek word ſignifies. to 
be near at hand; which ſuppoſes that a 
Chriſtian Biſhop ſhould remain upon: the 
ſpot where his work is; for how can a 
man watch over a Church where he is 
not preſent among the Members? Non- 
reſidence was not known amongſt the 
Apoſtolick Biſhops, except when they 
were called by the Apoſtles to aſſiſt them 
in ſome important work. A Chriſtian 
Biſhop is like one upon his guard, who 
muſt keep his poſt, and not deſert it; 
and his charge is like that of a ſhepherd 
over a flock, which requires his preſence 
and attendance, All the New Teſtament 
Elders had the cure of ſouls ; and we 
read not of one finecure in the whole of 
the Apoſtolick writings. I there is any 
| ſuch 
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ſuch thing as reſponfibleneſs in tlie office 


of a Biſhop, how can thoſe expect to ren- 


der a fair account to Ged of thoſe ſouls 


which they commit to the care of othor 
men, with whom they are very little ae- 
quainted. But, my Lords, you perhaps 
zimägine, that rule and government is 
all that pertain to your office; and that 
when you appoint ſufficient An to 
take care of the Churches, you are no 
further accountable. But this is altoge- 
ther problematical; for a Biſhop cannot 
be blameleſs, unleſs he teach thoſe over 
whom he is appointed Overſeer. | 


This duty extends to the Biſhop him- 
ſelf; he muſt watch over himſelf; take 
care that his pride, or his other paffions, 
do not miflead him, or make him do 
either more or leſs than'Divine Authority 


requires. —— Men who are advanced 


to authority, if they are not humble, 
will be ready to ſtretch themſelves be- 


: yond their commiſſion, and ſeek to 


=. tyrannize 
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tyrannize over the members of the 
Church ;——and the higher that their 
ideas of power are, the greater will their 
tyranny be. It is neceſſary, on this ac- 
count, that Biſhops be watchful over 
themſelves, leſt being puffed up with 
pride, they fall into the temptation of 
the Devil. | 


I obſerved that Biſhops ought to watch, 
leſt they do more or leſs than is required 
of them by the word of God. To pre- 
tend to do what 1s not required in Re- 
velation, is equally abſurd with com- 
ing ſhort, and equally ſinful. Thoſe 
works of ſupererogation, which the Bi- 
ſhops of all eſtabliſhed. Churches have 
ſubſtituted in the place of divine. ordi- 
nances, are none of the ſmalleſt of their 
provocations : and thoſe Clergymen who 
aſſume the office of Biſhops ought care- 
fully to watch, leſt they vend their gun 
Virun, for divine inſtitutions, 
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But watching, in Scripture, is ſet in 
oppoſition to idleneſs; it implies a pro- 
penſity of mind to one's duty, and ſup- 
poſes an actual fulfilment of the office 
which a perſon engages in. To be 

| watchful ſuppoſes that a Chriſtian Biſhop 
| attends to all the parts of his office, as 
it reſpects the glory of God, and the 
happineſs of the ſouls of men. Inſtead 
of watching the levee of Princes, and 
cringing at Court for worldly preferment, 

a New Teſtament Biſhop watches every 
opportunity to inſtruct mankind in the 
truths of the Chriſtian Religion, and the 
duties of morality. Inſtead of imitating 
the great men of this world in pride and 
ambition, 'a Chriſtian Biſhop will ſtudy to 
imitate Jeſus Chriſt in humility, meekneſs, 
and love; and will, with patience, watch 
every occaſion to condeſcend to men of 
low degree. My Lords, poor people 
have ſeldom acceſs to your preſence; 
and you ſtudy on all occaſions to avoid 
having any intercourſe with the vulgar. 
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You no ſooner remove your hands from 
their heads, upon the day of Confirma- 
tion, than you give them up, and, with 
a watchfulneſs becoming your dignity, 
avoid having any thing to do with them 
ever after; unleſs by ſome misfortune 
they chance to come into the Spiritual 
Court, and then you watch over them 
with a vengeance. 


3. A Biſhop muſt feed the flock of 
God over whom he is made a Biſhop. 
This is an Apoſtolick Injunction “, 
and ought, my Lords, to be ſeriouſly 
conſidered. The ſouls of men need nou- 
riſhment as well as their bodies, and the 
Goſpel which you ought to preach has 
made ample proviſion for the ſpirits as 
well as for the mortal part of the mem- 
bers of the Church, Divine truth i 1s the 
food of the mind, which ought to be made 
known to men, on purpoſe to be food 
for their ſouls. When our minds are 


* Act xx. 28. 3 
7 5 entertained 


z: a 44,4 wwe 


SERMON V. 131 


entertained with the true and certain hopes 
of a bleſſed immortality, upon principles 
conſiſtent with the revealed character of 
the Almighty, and rejoice in the hope 
of that glory which is promiſed to be 
revealed in the ſons of God, they may be 
ſaid to be nouriſhed. And the evidence 
of mental nouriſhment is improvement 
in pure ſentiments, which diſcover them- 
ſelves by obedience to God's law, and 
love to all mankind. A Biſhop muſt feed 
his flock, or nouriſh the minds of his 
hearers with heavenly truth ;—preach 
the word of ſalvation as it is revealed in 
the word of God, and lay aſide all con- 
jectures concerning eternal life, which 
are not taught in the ſacred Oracles. 
The old ſtory concerning doing and liu- 
ing by the works of the law, the Goſpel 
has altogether ſet aſide z and God of his 
| mercy has given us a better hope, eſta- 
bliſhed upon the death of his own Son.— 
This, my Lords, is the true baſis of 
morals to Chriſtian men, who are con- 
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out a cauſe, which is a thing impoſſible; 
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ſtrained by the love of Jeſus Chriſt 3 and 
they ſhew that their fouls are nouriſhed 
by the truths of the Goſpel, by their 
ſincere attachment to every moral duty. 
It will perhaps ſurpriſe your Lordſhips 
to hear it affirmed, that all ſuch as have 
the good hope of forgiveneſs through 
the atonement of Jeſus Chriſt; are the 
moſt remarkable for ſtrictneſs of conver- 
ſation and purity of life; for ſuppoſe 
they do not obey God on purpoſe to 
be ſaved, they obey him from a more 
noble and more powerful principle, 
They do his will becauſe he is graciout, 
merciful, and full of compaſſion, becauſe 
he has ſent Jeſus Chriſt to redeem them 
by his obedience unto the death. —— 
And it your Reverences pleaſe, they 
obey him becauſe they love him, That 
idea which rules in the tenor of your 
printed Sermons concerning good works, 
overturns at once the whole ſyſtem of 
Cliriſtianity. You ſuppoſe an effect with- 
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and require ſinners to work for ſalva- 
tion, without conſidering that averſion 
they have againſt truth. I ſhall fuppoſe 
a caſe, which is no way impoſſible, that 
His preſent Majeſty ſhould promiſe to 
make Momus à Biſhop, upon condition 
that he ſhould tranſlate Sanchoniat hon, or 
write a verſion of Homer a degree better 
than that of Mr. Pope,—when Momus 
could only read prayers, and did not 
underſtand a word either of the' Phenj- 
cian or Greek languages. When, an't 
pleaſe your Lordſhips, would Momus 
come to the enjoyment of his Biſhop- | 
rick ? This, you will perhaps ſay, would 
be an unreaſonable taſk, and at the firſt 
ſo frightful, that no perſon in ſuch a 
caſe would engage in it. True, my 
Lords ; but the gentleman might have 
minded his books when he was at ſchool, 
and the thing would have been both poſ- 
ſible and probable. You mult perceive, 
my Lords, that if Momus muſt have a 
Biboprick, he muſt receive it * 
1 3 gratia; 
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gratia; and not by works. There are 
ſeveral things in the law of God, which, 
if a ſinner muſt do on purpoſe to obtain 
forgiveneſs, or enjoy the Divine Fa- 
vour, are as difficult for perſons under 
that character to perform, as for an 
unlearned man to tranſlate Homer or 
Sanchoniathon. The very notion of re- 
quiring a thing that is impoſſible, tends 
to create in the minds of the perſon of 
whom it is required an averſion againſt 
the taſk, and a diſguſt at the perſon who 
requires it. When you therefore tell 


your hearers or readers that they muſt 


do ſomething to be juſtified, and their 
own hearts inform them, that it is a taſk 
beyond their power, muſt not this very 
thought create an antipathy againſt that 
law which requires impoſſibilities, and 
form in the minds of ſinners a ſtronger 
averſion againſt the truth. 


It will be but poor nouriſhment for 


the ſouls of men to inform them, that 
they 
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they muſt perform what their own ex- 
perience, and the Scriptures, have told 
them it is not in their power to fulfil. 
The Apoſtles fed the flock of God in 
another manner; they taught ſinners and 
the Churches, that God was juſt when 
he juſtified the ungodly ; and that it was 
not for works of righteouſneſs which ſin- 
ners performed, but according to his 
mercy he ſaved them :—And yet; after 
they had inſtructed men in thoſe doc- 
trines, we do not find that they became 
more deficient in morals than others, 
but rather became examples of good 
works, and true imitators of Jeſus Chriſt, 
My Lords, there were, in thoſe days, a 
ſet of men who went about to eſtabliſh 
their own righteouſneſs; and what was 
the conſequence ? they did not attain to 
that righteouſneſs which pleaſed God. 
Inſtead of ſubmitting to the Goſpel ac- 
count of Righteouſneſs, they contrived 
a traditional ſcheme of their own, which 
excluded the true notion of Divine Righte- 
I 4 ouſneſs ; 
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ouſneſs; the conſequence of all which was, 
they perverted the law of God, and ſubſti- 
tuted their own dogmas in the room of 
Divine appointments. Inſtead of feed- 
ing the flock with the truths of his own 
word, they impoſed their vain traditions 
upon thoſe who were under their juriſ- 
ditions, and curſed them ſoundly when 
they would not receive them. The idea 
of feeding the flock of God ſuggeſts an- 
other ſentiment to your Lordſhips ; and 
it is that of feeding the hungry, and 
clothing the naked. Your large bene- 
fices afford you an opportunity of feed- 
ing a great number of hungry Chriſtians. 
Twelve or fifteen thouſand pounds will 
go a great way. By the aſſiſtance of 
the Deans and Prebendaries, your Lord- 
ſhips might afford near 100,000 pounds 
per annum for the relief of the poor, and 
yet leave yourſelves ſufficient to ſupport 
a Chriſtian life. It would have a great 
effect upon the poor, and make them 
receive your advices with more readi- 

neſs. 
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neſs. But to give your Lordſhips a 

little reſt before we proceed to conſi- 
der the other qualifications of Chriſtian 
Biſhops, I ſhall conclude this Dilcourle, 
and ſay, Amen. 
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1 TiMoTHy, Ch. iii. ver. 2. 


A Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, —given 10 
hoſpitality, apt to teach ;—not greedy 
of filthy lucre ;—not covetous. 


OSPITALITY, my Lords, is a 
Scriptural qualification of a Bi- 
ſhop; and without being given or in- 
clined to the practice thereof, no per- 
ſon has a right to that office. Y 
ſignifies a lover of ſtrangers, or 
perſons who can be of no advantage 
by either their intereſt or favour to a 
Biſhop. -—Its Pim ſignification was 

| expreſſed 
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expreſſed by the practice of the firſt 
Chriſtians, and their Biſhops. When 
ſtrangers came recommended by other 
Chriſtian Churches to the Elders, and 
members of any diſtant Church, they 
were received by the Overſeers, and 
Members thereof, with as much love 
and affection as if they were reſidenters 
among them : they were kept free of 
all expences while they ſtayed, and ſet 
forward in their travels by the Paſtors 
and Members of the Churches where- 
ever they came. This duty is more 
eſpecially recommended to Biſhops, 
becauſe they ought to be examples to 
others to ſtir them up to humanity and 
brotherly kindneſs. In ſuch a wealthy 
Church as that in which your Lordſhips 
have the honour to be Biſhops, there is 
much in your power, and much to be 
expected at your hands. If you are Chri- 
ſtians, hoſpitality will be your ſtudy: 
you will be given to it, and practiſe it 


conſtantly, It is a noble feeling which 
| ariſes 
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ariſes from the reflection of doing good 
to others, eſpecially the diſtreſſed. The 
chief objects of Chriſtian Hoſpitality are 
the poor; to thoſe your Lordſhips oughe 
to be kind for the ſake of him who came 
to ſave them, and who, during his re- 
ſidence here on earth, was poor himſelf, 
and ſhewed a peculiar regard to the 
poor, that we through his poverty might 
be made rich. Your Lordſhips muſt un- 
doubtedly know that it is not Hoſpitality 
to entertain.the rich, and thoſe elegant 
entertainments which are to be met with 
at the tables of modern Biſhops deſerve 
rather the name of Luxury than Hoſpi- 
tality. It is not Hoſpitality to entertain 
Dukes, Lords, and Gentlemen; for 


thoſe are abundantly able to entertain 


themſelves. The precept extends to the 
poor, who in equity have a claim upon 


all perſons of ſubſtance for ſupply, eſpe- 


cially upon you who have large benefices, 
and ought, according to your profeſſion, 
to live moderately, The expence of 


7 | your 
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your tables and retinue is altogether 
ſuperfluous; it may waſte your ſub- 
ſtance, and ſhorten your lives, but can 
do you no real ſervice. How much more 


pleaſure would you have in feeding the 


hungry, and clothing the naked? And 


mind, my Lords, that he who giveth to 


the poor, lendeth. to the Lord ; and that 
which he giveth, he will repay him again, 
If the words of our Saviour can have 


any weight with the ſucceſſors of the 


Apoſtles, I ſhall ſet before you the true 
method of Hoſpitality, as recommended 

by himſelf, Mhen thou make a dinner or 
à ſupper, call not thy friends, nor thy bre- 
thren, nor thy kinſmen, nor thy rich neigh- 
bours.; leſt they alſo bid thee again, and 
a recompence be made thee. But when 
thou makeſt a feaſt, call the poor, the 
maimed, the blind: and thou ſhalt be bl;ſſed; 
for they cannot recompence thee : for thou 
ſhalt be recompenced at the reſurrection of 
the juſt *. There, my Lords, is a very 


0 Luke xiv. 12, 13, 14. 


ſimple 
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fimple and plain method of Hoſpitality, 
which is worthy of your ſerious conſi- 
deration ; it is reaſonable and judicious, 
and the authority injoining it is of the 
higheſt nature. You dare not preſume 
to ſay, that our Lord's authority is not 
ſufficient to authenticate this practice of 
Hoſpitality. Why then is it not obſerved 
by ſuch as call themſelves his diſciples ? 
The alternative is plain; you mult either 
give up all claim to the character of 
Chriſtian Biſhops, or practiſe this divine 
ſcheme of Hoſpitality. But the refur- 
rection of the juſt, you will ſay, is long 
credit; but it is ſure : the word of the 
faithful and true Witneſs will never de- 
ceive. It is all you have for the foun- 
dation of your hope of ſalvation ; and 
if you reſt the expectation of your fu- 
ture happineſs upon the word of our 
Lord, why may you not truſt him with 
the recompence of your Hoſpitality ? If 
he ſhall pay you in Spiritual happineſs, 
for 
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for the good you do to his poor child- 
ren, you will be well recompenſed. 


It is amazing my Lords, that our Sa- 
viour has not required the ſmalleſt de- 
gree of your temporalities, without pro- 
miſing you better things at the reſur- 
rection of the juſt. The very changing 
of thoſe vile bodies of yours, which you 


are ſo anxious to pamper in this life, 


will be of far more value'than all your 
benefices, though you ſhould part with 
them. all ;—and to have them faſhioned 
| liketo Chriſt's glorious body, is an amaz- 
ing privilege. Ah, my Lords, we ſel- 
dom hear of any of your rank engaged 
in this noble Chriſtian practice, There 
are many accounts of grand entertain- 
ments at your ſeveral palaces, when 
many Noblemen and dignified Clergy- 
men are preſent, who devour as much 
in one day as would ſupply the wants 
of many poor hungry Chriſtians for a 
month, This, by ſome of your friends, 
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is accounted Hoſpitality ;. but it deſerves 
another name,——You ſhould call it 
rioting and drunkenneſs, chambering and 
wantonneſ.— But leſt I ſhould of- 
fend you or your friends with Scrip- 
ture phraſeology, I ſhall call it great 
Luxury.——Luxury, the Bane of the 
age, and of which you, my Lords, are 
the mot notable examples. The poor, 
the halt, and the maimed, are cloiſtered 
up in poor houſes and hoſpitals, as if 
they belonged to another claſs of beings, 
and treated with all the auſterity and 
diſreſpect that ignorant Overſeers and 
haughty Churchwardens . pleaſe to exer- 
ciſe over them :—And, Sirs, they ſel- 
dom. or never have the pleaſure of your 
viſitation. There is a maxim concern- 
ing true and undefiled religion, given 
by an Apoſtle, which all Biſhops ought 
to remember. Pure and undefiled reli- 
gion is to viſit the widow and the father- 
, teſs in their affliion ; and it is added, — 
and to keep yourſelves unſpotted from the 
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from ſuch poor ſinners as you are, 
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world. 'Your Lordſhips ſeldom obſerve 
this maxim.——-It is a pity, my Lords, 


for it is a noble one, ant worthy of 


every Chriſtian's attention. It is a glo- 
rious Hoſpitality to relieve diſtreſs, and 
make glad the hearts of the poor; it is 


God - like, and worthy of Chriſtian Bi- 
Be ye 'merciful, as your Fathor 


ſhops. 
in Heaven is merciful. Could you defire 


a more excellent pattern? Yow certainly 


fay, No; but why dorye not imitate it? 


Your religious character obliges you to 


the practice thereof, and your large be- 
nefices put it in your power to do it; 
you are therefore inexcufable if you ne- 
—— But what can be expected 


who wilfully pervert the laws of Jeſus 
Chrift, and ſeek after the honours-of 


this world, and the pleaſures of ſenſe? 


ey 


When your Lord cometh, my Eords, 


all thefe honours will avail you nothing. 


You muſt give an account of your Hoſ- 


P itality. Jou muſt appear not as Lords 


Spiritual 
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Spiritual before his throne, but as thoſe 
who muſt give an account. 


Allow me to ppi for once, that the 
hiſtory of your Hoſpitality ſhould be en- 
quired into, what would you anſwer? 
Will it be ſufficient to fay, that his 
Grace of Canterbury always kept a good 
houſe at Lambeth and Croydon ;—that 
his Grace of York entertained elegantly 
at Biſhop 'Thorp:;--that Carnham Caſtle. 
was always open for Dukes and Lords; 
that Biſhop Aukland was a ready recep- 
tacle for Deans and Prebendaries; and 
Durham Palace open to receive the 
Judges of aſſize ? Vou ſtare at the ſup- 
poſition but you will look more aghaſt, 
when you heat from the mouth of the 
Lord, I-was an, hungry, and ye gave me 
no meat; I uns thir/tly, and ye gave me no 
drin; 1 was naked, and ye clothed me 
not; Iuas ich, and in priſon, and ye did 
not wifit me. Chriſtian Hoſpitality, or 


doing good to the poor, is, in truth, my 
K 2 | Lords, 


143 8 ERM ON VI. 


Lords, the only true teſtimony that you, 
or any who profeſs Chriſtianity can give, 
that you love Jeſus Chriſt. Vour learned 
men may diſpute concerning your differ- 
ent theories of religious ſentiments; but 
if you are deficient in this particular, you 
are no more than a ſounding braſs, or a 
tinkling ſymbal ; the reſt of your religion 
is no more than a blank in the ſight of 
the Almighty.— When you neglect 
Hoſpitality, you are neither New Teſta- 
ment Biſhops, nor true Chriſtians, If 
you think this concluſion ſevere or un- 
juſt, I appeal to the New Teſtament, 
for the plain meaning of your Saviour's 
Words, and thoſe of his Apoſtles..—— 
And if you ſay, Who is to be judge 
of the meaning of thoſe ſacred dictates? 
My Lords, I could even appeal to your 
own judgement; but to deal fairly, I 
will appeal to any Biſhop in England, 
provided he has death and the other 
world in his eye. Let me ſee a Lord 
Spiritual upon his death-bed, and I will 

ſtand 
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ſtand by his view of the meaning of 
Scripture; but it is ſo plain, that he 
who runs may read it: A Biſhop * be 
given to Hoſpitality. 


2. 4 Biſhop muſt be apt to teach, Ac- 
cording to the Apoſtolick ſentiments, the f 
office of a Biſhop and a Teacher is all 
one. The Greek word ſignifies one 
qualified to inſtruct, or to receive in- 
ſtruction ;—to inſtruct the ignorant, or 
to receive advice or inſtruction from the 
members of the Church. No man is 
qualified to.be a Biſhop, who is not ready 
to receive advice; for if he is not apt to 
receive inſtruction, he is not fit to teach 
others. My Lords, it is ordinarily a 
maxim with Dioceſans, ſuch as you, to - 
conclude, as ſoon as you are inſtalled in 
your office, that the members of the 

Church are implicitly to ſubmit to your 
determinations ; but this is to ſuppoſe 
that all the reſt of the members of the 
Church are incapable to judge for them- | 
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ſelves, and that you are Lords over their 
Conſciences. Such an idea declares * 
plainly, that you are not fit to teach; 
for New Teſtament - Teachers are not 


like Schoolmaſters, who teach children 


in things which they do not know at all, 
but are remembrancers, who put then 
in mind of what they have already an. 


opportunity to know. No man is truly 
qualified for the office of a Biſhop, who 


wants to impoſe his own dictates upon 


others, without firſt offering evidence 


and proof for his Doctrine; ;—and even 


when he has done this, he has no right 
to ſay that others are obliged to receive 


it. He is apt to teach, who is endued 
with the gift of comparing Spiritual 
things with Spiritual, in ſuch a manner 
as to repreſent to the minds of others, 
the plain and true Spirit of Divine Re- 
yelation, By > 7 


The Apoſtles, who mult be allowed 


to be poſſelſed of this qualification, did 


not 


not pretend to teach dogmatically by 
impoſing their own opinions upon the 
Churches; on all occafions they ap- 
pealed to the writings of Meſes and the 
Prophets, and the private judgement of 
every indixidual. The Chriſtians at 
Berea. are accounted more noble than 
others, becauſe they did not receive the 
Apoſtolick Noctrines implicitly, but exa- 
mined the Scriptures, to lee if thoſe Doc- 
trines which the Apoſtles. taught were 
conſiſtent with what had been before 
written in the Scriptures. Aptneſs to 
reach, which the Apoſtles were chiefly 
- endued with, conſiſted in a readineſs to 
ſhew, in a plain manner, the conſiſtency 
of the Goſpel diſpenſation with the pro- 
miſes and propheſies which went before 
concerning the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt. 
The. Apoſtles of Chriſt taught no new 
doctrine; all thoſe truths and practices 
which they declared to the Churches, 
were long before ſpoken of by ſome of 
thoſe extraordinary men. whom God 

| = had 


el 
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had raiſed up to inform mankind, what 


in ſome future period ſhould be made 


more plain. The Goſpel is only a new 
diſpenſation of ancient truths, which 
were but more darkly revealed to the 
Church.-—And all the Biſhops in Eng- 
land may be challenged to ſhew any truth 
or doctrine taught by Jeſus Chriſt, or his 
Apoſtles, of which there are not ſome 
hints given in the ancient Scriptures.— 
Our Lord and his diſciples did indeed 
make the ſpirit of the Old Teſtament 
writers more plain, and ſhewed what 
none before was ever able to do, namely, 


that what happened to him, and what 
was now accompliſhed, was the ſpirit 


and intention of the Old Teſtament.— 
The qualification of a Biſhop, mentioned 
in the text, conſiſted of an ability in the 
Teacher, to ſhew the agreement of the 
writings of the Apoſtles with the words 


of Jeſus and the Prophetick Declara- 
tions. —— And no man is fit to be an 


Overſeer in a New Teſtament Church, 
| who 
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who is not qualified to ſhew the ſpirit 
and deſign of the Prophets and Apoſtles 
of Jeſus Chriſt.—My Lords, it is too 
often the caſe for men who aſſume the 
office and character of Biſhops, to con- 
ſider the benefice more than the quali- 
'  fications that belong to the office; and 
this is the reaſon why the Churches are 
filled with ignorant and unlearned men; 
for, with all deference to your Ordina- 
tions, there are many who mean to be 
Biſhops, abundantly ignorant. Does not 
every Clergyman who receives Prieſt's 
orders expect, ſome time or other, to 
wear the Mitre ?—There is nothing to 
hinder any Prieſt from being advanced to 


Lawn Sleeves, except the want of friends 
at Court, ; 


Io be apt to teach requires great {kill 
in the Scriptures ; and every Biſhop muſt 
_underſtand the word of God, otherwiſe. 
he muſt be conſidered as a perſon who 
loves the benefice, but not the duty which 

belongs to the office. 
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3. 4 Biſhop muſt not be greedy. of filthy, 
lucre: This is a negative qualification 
of a New Teſtament Overſeer in the 
Church. The Greek word &iaxgoxegdn, 
ſignifies ſhamefu/ gain, or emoluments 
obtained diſhonourably; ſuch as a Bi. 
ſhop enjoying a benefice by the intereſt of 
friends, without teaching thoſe wha are 
under his charge. A Biſhop- may truly 
be ſaid to be greedy of filthy Lucre, 
when his main defign is to obtain a liv- 
ing, without the leaſt intention of doing 
his duty, But ſuch men, my Lords, 
ought not to be Biſhops, according to 
the Apoſtolick maxim. I know that 
ſuch reflections as theſe will ſit but light 
upon the minds of thoſe who are in the 


| poſſeſſion of ſo many thouſands a year :— 


But you cannot always keep a hold of 
thoſe wages of unrighteouſneſs.—Your 
ſyſtems of ſenſations muſt ſoon be dif- 
ſolved, and truth and duty will appear to 
you in a different point of light.—lt is 
undoubtedly mean to ſtrive to ſeek after 
thoſe things with anxiety, which in a few 


years 
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years you muſt be aſhamed of. It ar- 


gues a real forgetfulneſs of the life to 
come, for men to be ſtriving about tem- 
poral emoluments under the cover of 
religious offices, which they never intend: 
to fulfil ; for a Biſhop who enjoys ſome 
thouſands a year, to covet a Prebend in 
a Collegiate Church, where he ſeldom 
does duty, argues a prodigious greed of 
filthy Lucre. Such gain is really ſhame- 


ful, and unworthy of any religious cha- 


rafter. My Lords, jt cannot be proved 
that the Chureh is one degree the better 
of fuch greedy Teachers as ye are. 
The money which ye devour might do 
a great deal of ſervice, provided it were 
applied to relieve the poor and the diſ- 
treſſed: for men who have large patri- 
monies of their own, to thirſt after gain 


ſo greedily, under a pretence of ſerving 


the Church, favours rank of unbelief 
and covetouſneſs. It is impoſſible for 
any Perſons who believe the Bible to 
go on as you do; it can be nothing but 


a ſpirit of infidelity which makes you 


Q thus 
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thus pervert the Scriptures, and flee in 


the face of Revelation. A Biſhop muſt 
not be greedy of filthy Lucre, is a poſitive 


maxim; and while it ſtands recorded in 
the New Teſtament, ought carefully to 


be attended to. 


4. A Biſhop muſt not be covetons.—— 


The Scripture calls Covetouſneſs idola- 


try; and it would be very unbecoming 
m a New Teſtament. Biſhop to bow down 
to an idol. It is of ſmall conſequence 
whether a Biſhop be a worſhipper of 
mental or molten images; an idol in 
the affections, of whatever quality, is an 
abomination in the ſight of God. Covet- 
ouſneſs in the fight of God is the ſame 
as idol-worſhip. Covetouſneſs, accord- 
ing to the text, ſignifies a love of mo- 
ney. A Biſhop ſhould not love money, 
nor ſet his affections upon the ſordid 
things of this world. If he has a heart 
diſpoſed towards riches ; if money, or 
the pleaſures of caſe, employ his affec- 


tions, he is unworthy of the office of a 
, -Biſhop: 
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Biſhop : for how can he teach others to 

deny the world, if he himſelf is a lover 
of the things thereof. The Heathens 
confidered the love of money, and an 
anxious purſuit after worldly things, as 
both wicked and mean. Lou know, 
my Lords, that Ovid calls it 


Cy nor ſeeleratus habendi; 


which is a ſentiment big with mean- 
Ing. 


It is a palpable ſign of covetouſneſs, 

for any perſon who enjoys a fortune of 
his own, ſufficient to make any Chriſtian 
man live comfortably, to thirſt after a 
Church living, and undertake an office 
which he 1s not either qualified to fulfil, 
or never intends to diſcharge. It is a 
proverb among the common people, 
that the clergy are always greedy ; and, 
my Lords, Iremember a Prophet of the 
Lord added the epithet of Dogs to a ſet 
of Clergy not unlike yourſelves. To 
| make 
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make you underſtand covetouſneſs alittle 


better, I ſhall give the Prophet's opinion 


at large. His watchmen are blind : they 
are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, 
they cannot bark ; ſleeping, lying down, 
loving to ſlumber. Tea, they are greedy dogs 
which can never have enough, and they are 
Shepherds that cannot underfland : they 
all look to their own way, every one for his 


gain, from his quarter. Come ye, ſay they, 


1 will Fetch wine, and we will. fill our- 
ſelves with. ſtrong drink; and to-morrow 
ſhall be as this day, and much more abun- | 
dant *, Re 


| Thoſe Clergymen thus characteriſed 
by the Prophet were not mean men, nor 
inſignificant country Curates, as you 
may imagine. They were High Prieſts, 
like you, and the very heads of the na- 


tional eſtabliſnment; and the Lord, by 


the Prophet, calls them dumb Dogs, be- 
cauſe they did not ſpeak his word to 
| * Iſaiah Ivi, 10. 
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the people, but lived at eaſe, and ne- 
glected their duty, which they were 
bound to perform 'for receiving ſuck 
targe perquiſites. When they were liv- 
ing in the abſolute negle& of every duty 
belonging to their office, they could 
never have enough; and every one of 
them was zealous in looking after his 
gain from his quarter. I will be ſorry 
to ſay, my Lords, that theſe Jewiſh 
Prieſts were types of you ; but there is 
certainly ſome reſemblance, in the mat- 
ter of Covetouſneſs, between you and 
them. They were fonder of encreaſing 
the revenues of the Church than fulfil- 
ling the offices that they were engaged 
to perform; they tythed every thing, 
but did nothing, except what they ought 
not to have done. Inſtead of watching, 
they ſlept; and when they ſhould have 

faſted and prayed, they rioted in luxu- 
ry, and drank wine and ſtrong drink. 
Covetouſneſs is a naughty quality in any 
perſon, but it is altogether unſeemly for 


a Biſhop. 
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a Biſhop.— But leſt, by deſcribing the 
vice of Covetouſneſs, I ſhould make 


fome ſevere ſtrictures upon your Eord- 
ſhips, I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe. 


SERMON 


_— i. 


SERM ON VI. 


Nen, Ch. XVili. 24. 


Bu the Vibes of the children of Iſrael, 
' Thich they offer as an heave-offering 
unto the Lord, I have given to the Le- 
vites to inherit: therefore I have ſaid 
unto them, Among the children of Iſrael 
they ſhall have no inheritance. 


8 the Levites were not allowed to 

A. buy lands and hereditary poſ- 
ſeſſions, they were thereby prevented 
from being covetous; and as the Tythes 
were competent for their maintenance, 
they ſought no more, nor aimed any 
oo higher, 


C 
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higher. Were all. the Prieſts in Eng- 
land forbidden, by an expreſs law, to 
purchaſe lands or eſtates upon pain of 


loſing their livings, it would prevent, in 


a great meaſure, that ruling ſpirit of Co- 
vetouſneſs which prevails amongſt them. 


The Prieſts and Levites depended en- 
tirely upon Providence, and their liv- 


ings increaſed or decreaſed according as 


the Divine Bounty favoured the nation. 


It was contrary to the law of God, and 
the conſtitution of that nation, for any 


. of the Jewiſh Clergy to interfere in ſecu- 


lar affairs. It would make a ſtrange 
cataſtrophe if ſuch a law were made in 
England, My Lords, you would be 


obliged either to part with your Patri- 
monies as Landholders, or give up your 


chim to the Patrimony of the Church, 
which would be a ſevere trial to many 
dignified Clergymen. 


But what I intended to conſider on 


this ſubject is the Doctrine of Tythes, 


[as 


— — "OO SEE 
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as practiſed in the Church of England. 
In a former Diſcourſe it was obſerved, 
that Tythes are not held by a Divine 
right, and it was hinted, that they are 
not conſiſtent with the ſpirit and genius 
of our free conſtitution. That they are 
now confirmed by Acts of Parliament of 
Henry VIII. and Edward VI.; by Wil- 
liam and Mary, and George I. is not de- 
nied; but it will be allowed that all 
the laws which have been made during 
the reigns of thoſe Princes are not 
exactly conſiſtent with the original and 
fundamental laws of the kingdom. Some 
complaiſant Parliaments have pafſed Bills, 
which have been formed into Laws, that 
have done little honour to the Legiſla- 
ture. Henry VIII. could demand of his 
Parliament what he had a mind; and 
it was well known that what he ordered 
with reſpect to Tythes, was what the 
Pope had done before him; and his new 
laws of Decimation differed nothing from 
thoſe of Rome, except that he claimed 

1 L 2 to 
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to himſelf what formerly was given to 

the Pope. The favourable Acts, which 
after Princes have paſſed in behalf of 
the Clergy, concerning the Tythes, were 
paſſed into laws, to oblige them to make 
them hold their peace, and to prevent 
them from interfering with matters of 
State, which they were always ready to 
do when they were not taken notice of: 

but ſuch laws, inſtead of being conſtitu- 
tional deeds, were only prudential tem- 
porary Acts, which the wiſdom of Go- 
vernment may alter without affecting 


the Conſtitution. They have no more 


relation to the Conſtitutional Laws of 
England, than ſome people may think 


the late Dog Act has. It is not ſup- 


poſed by any, that all the different 
Acts of Parliament which the Two 
Houſes contrive when they meet, and 
perſuade the Sovereign to fign, are 
always conſiſtent with the Fundamental 
Laws of theſe realms. 'Many of them 
are temporary expedients deſigned to 

anſwer 


1 
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anſwer the preſent purpoſes of Govern- 
ment, and are often repealed, when they 
are not found to do good by their con- 
tinuance. And why may not the laws 
concerning Tythes be altered, when they 
are found to injure the various improve- 
ments in Agriculture which are carrying 
on in the nation. As an evidence that 
the Legiſlature did not conſider Tythes 
as the ſole property of the Church, there 
are near 3000 pariſhes whoſe Tythes are 
impropriate, and in the poſſeſſion of 
Laymen, who perform no Church duties, 
nor pay any falary except what they 
pleaſe. Henry VIII. was allowed by his 
tractable Parliament to give the Tythes 
to whom he pleaſed ; ſo he gave them 
to his favourites, whether Clergy or 
Laymen, according to his own will and 
pleaſure 3 and they are ſtanding nearly 
in the ſame ſituation he left them. The 
fundamental laws of the Engliſh conſti- 
tution would not be affected, ſuppoſing 
that all the Tythes in the nation were 

. TL 3 1 


166 SERMON VII. 
given up for ſome other conſideration ; 
and that, inſtead of receiving them in 
kind, a certain modus might be received 
in lieu of them, which would anſwer all 
the purpoſes for which Tythes in Eng- 
land were intended. It is an indiſputable 
point, that Tythes were once upon an- 
other footing than they are now ; for 
they once belonged to the Church, and 
were applied to Religious purpoſes : but 
when Henry VIII. differed with the Pope, 
His Majeſty thought proper to take 
more than the third part of all the 
Tythes of the nation into his own poſ- 
ſeſſion, and retailed them out in gifts to 
his friends and favourites. Thus the 
Foundation of Tythes, though ſecured 
by Act of Parliament, appears a little 
unconſtitutional. Your Lordſhips know, 
that Royal grants are not legal tenures. 
The Royal mind may change, and then 
nullum tempus occurrit Regi, is a known 
maxim, and may be applied to Tythes 
as well as Soccages. If the King cannot 

| 5 alienate 
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alienate, as ſome late Court Maxims 
ſeem to intimate, what was once the 


property of the Crown may be recalled; 
and why may not theſe Tythes, which 


were given away by former Princes, be 
again reſumed by their ſucceſſors? This 
is, perhaps, what the Clergy would de- 
fire; for in ſuch a caſe they would be 
more likely to return all back again to 
the Church, when they come into the 
hands of him who is head thereof. But 


as there has been ſuch a tergiverſation 
in the diſpoſing of Tythes, it would ar- 


gue, that there were no Fundamental 
Laws with regard to their being received 
in kind. The rights of the Church are 
ſecured by Magna Charta; but the queſ- 
tion is, whether Tythes in kind, or 
Tythes at all, be her right? For it ap- 
pears unreaſonable that the Church 
ſhould have ſo much land of her own, 


and at the ſame time have a claim for 


the tenth part of the produce of what 
belongs to every other perſon, 
e ws © 
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given up for ſome other conſideration ; 
and that, inſtead of receiving them in 
kind, a certain modus might be received 
in lieu of them, which would anſwer all 
the purpoſes for which Tythes in Eng- 
land were intended. It is an indiſputable 
point, that Tythes were once upon an- 
other footing than they are now ; for 
they once belonged to the Church, and 
were applied to Religious purpoſes : but 
when Henry VIII. differed with the Pope, 
His Majeſty thought proper to take 
more than the third part of all the 
Tythes of the nation into his own poſ- 
ſeſſion, and retailed them out in gifts to 
his friends and favourites. Thus the 
Foundation of Tythes, though ſecured 
by Act of Parliament, appears a little 
unconſtitutional. Your Lordſhips know, 
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nullum tempus occurrit Regi, is a known 
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alienate, as ſome late Court Maxims 
ſeem to intimate, what was once the 
property of the Crown may be recalled; 
and why may not theſe Tythes, which 
were given away by former Princes, be 
again reſumed by their ſucceſſors ? This 
is, perhaps, what the Clergy would de- 
fire; for in ſuch'a caſe they would be 
more likely to return all back again to 
the Church, when they come into the 
hands of him who is head thereof. But 
as there has been ſuch a tergiverſation 
in the diſpoſing of Tythes, it would ar- 
gue,' that there were no Fundamental 
Laws with regard to their being received 
in kind. The rights of the Church are 
ſecured by Magna Charta; but the queſ- 
tion is, whether Tythes in kind, or 
Tythes at all, be her right? For it ap- 
pears unreaſonable that the Church 
ſhould have ſo much land of her own, 
and at the ſame time have a claim for 
the tenth part of the produce of what 

belongs to every other perſon, 
e * This 
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This proviſion, which is made for the 
Church by Tythes in kind, cannot cer- 
tainly be the intention of the conſtitu- 
tion; for it cannot be ſuppoſed, that, 
for the ſake of ſupporting one body 
of men, a bar ſhould be put in the 
way of national improvements, which 
tend to the advantage of all ranks. No 
AQ of Parliament was eyer intended, 
however ſome of them may be expreſſed, 
to put a ſtop to improvements in Agri- 
culture, in which the real ſtrength of the 
nation conſiſts: nor can we ſuppoſe 
that our Laws can refer to objects, which 
the Legiſlature who formed them did 
not ſo much as conceive would ever 
exiſt. The induſtry of farmers has pro- 
duced what none of the Parliaments 
which enacted Laws concerning Tythes 
ever imagined would exiſt in Great Bri- 
tain !—and it is certainly unreaſonable, 
that induſtrious men ſhould fink their 
money, and beſtow their labour, on 
others, who are at no expence, to carry 

away 
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away the tenth part of their profits. But 
even the Tythes are far from ſatisfying 
the avaricious defires of the Clergy ; for 
beſide Tythes in kind of every thing 
the Earth produces, which is pro- 
fitable, they exact a tax from both the 
living and the dead. Church Fees muſt 


be paid both by thoſe who go to Church, 


and thoſe who do not. For Marriages, 
Funerals, f and Eaſter Reckonings, the 


Clergy, receive near another Tenth of all 


our ſubſtance. You are, my Lords, 


much obliged to Popery for your large 
Endowments. The whole form of your 


Church Emoluments, as well as a great 


part of your worſhip, are the manufac- 
ture of the Man of Sin. The Jewiſh 
Clergy, from whom the Roman Church 
and yours would make us believe you 
take your pattern, had no ſuch privileges 
as you enjoy: they had no other inheri- 


tance except Tythes, nor were they al- 


lowed to buy lands, or interfere in ſecu- 
lar affairs; and every third year they 


Were 
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were obliged to divide with the ſtran- 
ger, and the fatherleſs, and the widow; 
but after you have divided all the Tythes 
among yourſelves, you ſaddle the pub- 
lick with a Poor Rate into the bargain. 
You ought certainly to ſupply the poor 
with the tenth part of the nation's ſub- 
ſtance. Inſtead of this, the very pooreſt 


ranks of people are obliged to contri- 
bute to the Luxury of the Clergy. 
Every poor day-labourer, with a ſmall 


family, muſt pay for his own head, and 


every one in his houſe, provided they be 
ſixteen years of age, though they ſhould 
borrow the money, or their family ſtarve, 


This is hard, my Lords, very hard; | 


and * to conſider it. 


But ſuppoſe you have ſome patched - up 
human laws for your Tythes, and ſome 
other cuſtomary offerings, it is unfair to 
receive wages when you do not work. 
You ought certainly to do ſome good for 
your Money, It is true, you fit in Parlia- 


ment; 


. 
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ment ; but the Prieſts who firſt received 


Tythes did not aſpire ſo high; they did 
not meddle with Civil affairs. The mat- 

ters of the Lord and thoſe of the King 
were in thoſe days kept diſtinct. 
But as the Jewiſh diſpenſation is finiſhed, 
it is amazing that you, who pretend to 
be Chriſtians, ſhould ſtill retain the Jew- 
iſh ſyſtem. Why do you not purſue it 
throughout, and offer ſacrifices, as the 
Prieſts of the Law did ? You would have 
a right to the fat, as they had, if you 
performed their ſervice ; but you can 


eat the fat, and do no ſervice at all, 


which 18 highly unreaſonable. 


Tt appears ſomething ſtrange, that a 
Proteſtant Church ſhould claim the pri- 
vilege of laws which were intended to 
| eſtabliſh the Church of Rome. Henry I. 
Edward III. and Henry VII. ratified no 
laws in behalf of the Church, . but with 
a view to ſupport perfect Popery. It is 
not a little ſuſpicious in your characters, 

my 
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my Lords, that you ſhould inſiſt on 
the execution of laws for the Payment 
of Tythes, which no Proteſtant can 
execute, without firſt turning Papiſt.— 
There is not, at this day, a Proteſtant 
Church under the protection of any Go- 
vernment which holds Tythes upon the 
tenure of Popiſh laws, as your Church 
does, nor do the Clergy intermeddle in 
State affairs, or have any ſhare in the 
Civil Government of the nations where 
they reſide. In Denmark and Sweden 
the Clergy aſſemble in Parliament, but 
do not meet as Lords Spiritual along 
with the Temporal Lords; their buſi- 
neſs is only to attend the affairs of the 
Church, or to adviſe in things pertaining 
to Religion ; but they do not, in the 
character of Barons and Spiritual Lords, 
ſit with the Nobles to determine in Civil 
Deciſions of the Legiſlature. 


But to conclude this Diſcourſe con- 
cerning Tythes, It is undoubtedly con- 
| trary 
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trary to the welfare of thoſe lands for 
the Clergy to be rich, or to be paid with 
Tythes in Kind. They never can enjoy 
the love of the Landed Intereſt, while 
they inſiſt upon this mode of Decima- 
tion. And it muſt have the appear- 
ance of Greedineſs of filthy Lucre for 
them to prefer Tythes to the love of the 


people. It will be impoſſible for them 
to edify thoſe. who conſider them as. 


ſelfiſh intereſted men, who would not 
fave a ſingle ſoul from perdition, unleſs 


they were ſure of being extravagantly 


paid for it. 


Prudence ought to direct you, my 
Lords, to' be moderate in this particu- 
far, otherwiſe I may venture to pro- 
nounce that your exiſtence will not be 
long. The Laity are become wiſer than 
in paſt ages, and mankind are not ſo 
much Prieſt-ridden as in former times. 
If the Commons and Lords in England 
ſhould conſider their own intereſt, it is 


caſy 
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eaſy to for them to vote you into non» 
exiſtence, — You have only one thing 
at preſent to ſave you ; a number of the 
Nobles are your friends; and ſecond 
brothers think a Biſhoprick a very good 
auxiliary to a ſmall eſtate. But as Reli- 
gion is not faſhionable, as in former 
times, this may alſo be — 

It will be your wiſdom to be diſcreet 
in the article of Tythes, and not to in- 
fiſt upon the rigour of the law, leſt by 


ſtretching your power too far, the Le- 
giſlature ſhould find reaſon to take it 
from you. There is a period approach- 
ing, when you muſt rank with farmers, 
and other poor ſinners, whom you now 
deſpiſe, What a mortification will it 
be to the Gentlemen in Lawn Sleeves to 
be reduced to the level of poor country 
farmers, and to be obliged to anſwer 
for the abuſe of the tenth part of 
the national emoluments. Souls, an't 
pleaſe your Reverences, may be edified 

for 
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for leſs money than the tenth part of the 
produce of the lands of England. It 
would certainly be better to appoint cer- 
tain competent ſums for the maintenance 
of the Clergy, and diſpoſe of all the Chap- 


ter Lands, and Tythes, to — to pay 
the national debt. 


é According to 1 words of the text, 
if you inſiſt upon having Tythes, you 
ougght in conſcience to give up all other 
inheritance in the nation, and make 
Tythes ſerve you, The Levites had no 
inheritance among their brethren, but 
received Tythes for all; they were the 
inheritance of the Lord, and held their 
livings by a Charter from him, which 
undoubtedly was a better foundation 
than the Charter of Ethelwolphus. 


No Prieſts in thoſe days poſſeſſed 
eſtates of thouſands and hundreds a 
year; they were all obliged to depend 
upon the Almighty, who only could 

make 
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make Tythes turn to their advantage. 
But as Erhekvolphus has ſaid nothing 
concerning Clergymen having eſtates, nor 
has Ingulphus recorded any thing con- 
cerning this ſubject, it is ſuppoſed that 
his Charter does not exclude Biſhops 
from having as large temporal eſtates as 
they can procure. But this Charter, as 
it proceeded from a ſource no way re- 
ſpectable, had never the ſanction of the 
Parliament of England till the reign of 
Henry VIII. and from a very different 
intention from what the firſt Charter 
ſuppoſes. : | 


But what makes Tythes more intol- 
lerable is, that they do not ſerve the 
Church; for inſtead of Tythes, in many 
places, the Clergy have the whole Eſtates, 
Tythes and all, to ſupport a number of 
men who are of no real ſervice to the 
Church, having no Cure of ſouls, nor 
any other office, except once a month, 
to preach a Sermon to a few people, 
| who 
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who are very indifferent about hearing 


them. 


To conclude, my Lords, I can aſſure 
you, that I do not envy you your Tem- 
poral Emoluments; for I think that 
you buy them dear enough, at the ex- 
pence of Truth and Conſcience. I am 


ſure I am not ſingular in my opinion; 


thouſands of your own diſciples declare 


as much.——When you conſider that 


there is no warrant in the Scripture for 
| ſuch a practice of Decimation, you can- 
not help concluding in your own mind, 
that you eat the bread of violence, un- 
righteouſneſs, and oppreſſion. ——But 1 
ſhall now part with you for this time, 
and conclude my Diſcourſe. 
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For God will bring every work into judge- 
ment, with every ſecret thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil. 


HIS is a very ſerious affair. There 

will, on this ſolemn occaſion, be 

none to laugh at another. Every per- 
ſon will have enough to do with his 
own affairs. When the Searcher of 
hearts ſhall lay open all the ſprings of 
actions that have ever been ſince the be- 
ginning of the world, there will be many 
works which have been determined good, 
| M 2 that 
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that will appear in very different colours, 
This is an aſſize where all men will be 
tried by an impartial Judge, who will 
determine of actions according to their 
principles, and not according to the var- 
niſh of appearances, by which they have 


been coloured by the art and craft of 
deſigning and intereſted men. 


The truth of characters will, at this 
ſolemn period, be fully and fairly ex- 
poſed, and none will be able to conceal 
the motives of actions from this Al- 
mighty Judge. Every work ſhall be 
brought into judgement,—the moſt hid- 
den and moſt ſecret works of darknels. 
Good and bad deeds ſhall be made ma- 
nifeſt ; this ſhall be the concluſion of the 
whole matter. Whilſt the great Drama 
of this Univerſe is acting, many things 


are concealed behind the ſcenes, which, 


when all the ſeveral Acts are finiſhed, 


ſhall be laid open to the view of all, and 
ſuch as have acted their part well, ſhall 


4 be 
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be approved, while others, who have 
behaved unworthily, ſhall meet with a 


Judgement according to their deſerving. 


It will be a ſad ſurprize to thoſe who 
have dexterouſly covered over ſcenes of 
wickedneſs, and under colour of the 
faireſt pretenſions, concealed the worſt 
of deeds; to ſee all their works expoſed 
to thoſe from whom they were at the 
greateſt pains to hide them. Were 
thoughts as eaſily underſtood as the mean- 
ing of words, there are few perſons who 
would not bluſh to look one another in 
the face; and, could our hearts be ren- 
dered as viſible to each other as our 
faces, it would ſpoil a great degree of 
that confidence with which we appear 
in company. If the covetous man were 
perſuaded that his love of the mammon 
of unrighteouſneſs was as viſible to all 
others, as it is manifeſt to himſelf, in- 


ſtead of appearing in publick, he would 


ſhut himſelf up in his cloſet, and feaſt 
M 3 his 
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his meditations upon his gilded idols, 

and never ſhow his face where any of 
his fellow- creatures could perceive him. 
Did the lewd and debauched ſons of 
uncleanneſs believe that their friends 
and neighbours, by looking at their 


faces, could diſcern the ſecret ſprings | 


of impurity which lurk in their hearts, 
they would ſhun the light like Owls, and 
fkulk till the evening like Bats. Were 
thoſe who diſſemble with God and men 
fully convinced, that all the ſecret traces 
of diſſimulation, with all the means which 
they uſe to conceal it, were as manifeſt 
as their viſible parts, they would dread 
to be ſeen by their fellows, and tremble 
at the thoughts of company. But though 
for a ſeaſon men may conceal their 
crimes, and cover their malicious pur- 
poſes with the varniſh of a profeſſion, 
the period will at laſt approach, when 
all things ſhall be made manifeſt, and 
God ſhall paſs a righteous judgement 
ppon every man's works. The wiſe 


man 
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man recommends the fear and ſervice of 
God to the ſtudy of all men, with a 
view to the concluſion of the whole mat- 


ter. According to | Solomon's ſenti- 


ments, every man ſhould perform his 
worſhip and his duty with an eye upon 
a day of account and reckoning. 


It may be neceſſary, in further inquir- 
ing into this ſubje&, to conſider the na- 
ture of this Judgement, which all men's 
works muſt undergo, and then to make 
ſome Improvement of the Subject. 


1. It will be Judgement according to 


perfect knowledge. The Judge being 


infinitely wiſe, is able to judge of ac- 
tions according to their real character. 
As he knows men, and what is in them, 


ſo no ſprings of action can lie concealed 


from his Omniſcience. The Supreme 
knows men's hearts as intimately as he 
does their faces; and motives are as vi- 


ſible to him as ocular demonſtration. 
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All things are naked and open to the 


eye of him with whom we have to do. 


Many things in human actions lie be- 


yond the reach of the mot intelligent 
Judge, and no human Judicature can 


uith certainty determine upon the 


thoughts of men's hearts, except ſo far. 
as their actions declare them: but God, 
whoſe underſtanding is infinite, can, 
with infallible certainty, determine the 
truth or falſehood of the matives of all 
his reaſonable creatures. As he is the 
conſtant witneſs of all men's deeds, and 
by his infinite Intelligence perceives the 
ſecrets of their hearts on all occaſions, 
ſo he 1s perfectly qualified to determine 
whether their works are good or evil. 
Many acts of human Judicature are de- 
termined by the rules of probability, | 
when it is uncertain whether the deter- 
mination is altogether according to truth, 
Men are frequently obliged to compare 
circumſtances, and balance evidence; 
and from hence paſs ſentence, when yet 
there 
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there is no infallible certainty that they 
are in the right. — But IEHO VAR has 
a direct evidence for all his determina- 
tions; he judges from what he inti» 
mately knows, and determines from his 


own certain underſtanding, The works 
of men do not come before the Deity 


varniſhed with colouring of Art, or the 
diſguiſes of Hypocriſy ; Sophiſtry cannot 
deceiye him; nor can all the reaſoning 
of human wiſdom miſlead him in Judges 
ment. Perſons and actions appear be- 
fore him exactly as they are, ſtripped 
of every adventitious colouring. It is 
impoſſible to over-reach the Almighty, 
whoſe intelligence is univerſal and infi- 
nite ;—-whoſe wiſdom underſtands all 
things without reaſoning upon them, and 
whoſe underſtanding can inveſtigate the 
properties of every individual ſubje& at 
once, without any middle term to com- 


pare it by. So perfect is the Divine 


Knowledge, that from the beginning all 
the works of JEHOoVAEH are known to 


bim. 
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him. When he judges, his judgement 
is according to the moſt perfe& know- 
ledge of the nature and character of 


Actions, with all _ ſecret Ne 
thereof. 

The 3 in illuſtrating the om- 
niſcience and knowledge of the Al- 
mighty, declares it in the moſt beautiful, 
and in the ſtrongeſt manner. Can any 
bide himſelf in ſecret places that I ſbal! 


not fee him? ſaith the Lord. Do not I 


fill heaven and earth? ſaith the Lord“. 
Yea, the darkneſs hideth not from thee ; 
but the night ſhineth as the day : the dark- 
neſs and the light are both alike to thee ]. 
From all which it may be juſtly infer- 
red, that this; judgement will be ac- 


cording to knowledge and perfect un- 
derſtanding. | 


2. It will be univerſal. Every work 
will be brought into n. thoſe 


„Jer. Xxiii. 24. 10 by Pal, cxxxix. 12. 


deeds 
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deeds which men have entirely forgot- 
ten, and never imagined would be any 
more conſidered, ſhall be brought into 


187 


Judgement. Publick works and ſecret 


works ſhall be all ſtrictly ſcrutinized. 
The works of your miniſtry, my Lords, 
will be- tried at this general examina- 
tion. They will be judged according 
to their truth or falſehood, deficiency 
or redundancy. Your Sermons and Ro- 
ligious Diſcourſes ſhall undergo an ex- 


act and perfect Inquiry. Whether they 


have been dictated according to the 
word of God, or have only been the ef- 
fuſions of Epiſcopal imagination, will 
be fully conſidered; whether they have 
been the dreams of your own fancies, or 
the Doctrines which the Lord hath com- 
manded you to teach. This Righteous 
Judge will ſtrictly enquire, whether you 
have ſmoothed your tongues, and pro- 
pheſied falſe dreams; impoſed the De- 


ciſions of the Clergy upon the people, 


inſtcad 
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inſtead of the written Word of the God 
of Truth. | 


Your work of Confirmation will be 
brought into Judgement ; it will then 
be known whether this was a work of 
God, or a work of your own. It ap- 

| pears to many now a ſuſpicious-like 
work, as having no foundation in the 
Divine Word, though you declare that 
you received it from the Apoſtles : but 
then it ſhall be clearly determined of 
what quality it is. You indeed fay, 
that you lay your hands upon the heads 
of children, after the example of the 
Apoſtles ; but wherein do ye fulfil their 
example? They actually conferred the 
Holy Ghoſt upon thoſe who had believed, 
4 and made them partakers of an heavenly 
| gift, which you cannot confer ; at leaſt, 
I it never appears after you have impoſed 
1 your hands more than it did before, 
Which creates a ſuſpicion in the minds 


of intelligent people, that this work of 
yours 
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yours is only a ſuperſtitious invention of 
your own. —— For what is it that you 
confer, which any other Clergymen can- 
not as well beſtow? I am afraid, my 
Lords, that upon trial, you will not be 
able to anſwer this plam queſtion. This 
work of yours has all the appearance of 
ſolemn ſuperſtition. Were you as zeal- 
ous in imitating the Apoſtles in all things, 
as in this one thing, there is much work 
which you neglect that you would find 
yourſelves obliged to perform. The 


Apoſtles went every where preaching 
the word, and did not, like you, confine 


their exerciſes to ſome particular occa- 
ſions : they preached to the poor, and in- 
ſtructed the ignorant, and condeſcended 
to men of low degree ; which is more 
than you even pretend to imitate them 
in. But your work muſt be tried, and 


then it will appear whether you have 
done right or wrong. 


a 
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Your work in Conſecrating Churches 
will be tried. You do not pretend to 
imitate the Apoſtles in this exerciſe : 
this is purely a work of your own, and 


a moſt trifling work it appears to be. 


What effe& can all the mummery which 
you pronounce have upon the walls of a 
houſe, or upon the Dormitories of the 
dead? This looks ſo like Popery, that 
none, except- the friends of the Church 
of Rome, can pretend to vindicate it. 
It is an Action without any moral reaſon, 


and can never in Judgement abide the 


Trial of an impartial Judge. Did it an- 
ſwer any good purpoſe for ſociety, or 


had it any foundation in the Divine 


Word, there might be ſome hope that, 
in the General Aſſize, it would at leaſt 
paſs without reprehenſion; but as it is 
a pure act of will-worſhip, it is impoſ- 
fible but it muſt be diſapproved. The 
ſolemnity with which you perform this 
folemn farce, would make ignorant 
people believe that Conſecration of 

Churches 
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Churches was a very important thing. 
To ſee a Lord Spiritual, with his Clergy, 
proceeding in a grave proceſſion, to con- 
ſecrate a Tabernacle of clay, would 
tempt one to believe that ſome very im- 


portant thing was about to be per- 
formed, and that ſome Divine or Moral 


Reaſons muſt require ſuch an awful So- 
lemnity but when there are no ſtand- 
ing ſignatures of this Conſecration re- 
maining after the action; no peculiar 
glory or impreſſions of holineſs to be 
obſerved when his Lordſhip retires ; it 
muſt abate much the perſuaſion of the 
neceſſity thereof, in the minds of all 
judicious - perſons, Were ſuch a Cere- 
mony required by any act of Civil Go- 
vernment, it might be pretended that 
it was done in obedience to the Civil 
| Powers; but there is no act of the Legiſ- 
lature for conſecrating Churches.—And 
ſuppoſe there was ſome law concerning 
this act of will-worſhip, it would be a ſin 
to obey it; becauſe no human law can 


oblige 
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oblige us to perform a religious action 
where there is no Divine warrant. In 


matters of Religion which reſpect the 
Conſciences of men, no human law can 
interpoſe. In all Civil matters, good ſub- 
jects will obey the laws, and yield obe- 
dience to the powers that be; but in mat- 
ters of Religion, as they are reſponſible 
to none but God Almighty, ſo no human 
law can oblige them to perform what 
Revelation has not declared to be their 
duty. Such ſtrange works of will- 


worſhip, before the Judgement-ſeat of 


him who is the Author of all true Re- 
ligious Inſtitutions, muſt certainly meet 
with the higheſt diſapprobation. 


But, my Lords, your Spiritual Courts, 
and the works that are done there, wall 
be brought into Judgement. The moſt 
ſecret works of your Proctors and Chan- 
cellors will be laid open. Many ſtrange 
works are carried on in theſe arbitrary 
'Tribunals, 
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_ "Tribunals, which have ruined multi- 
tudes, | | 


If the one half be true that is told of 
thoſe Clergy Courts, againſt the day of 
Judgement there will be a ſad account 
to give in. The unjuſt Fines, the un- 
godly Sentences, and unwarrantable In- 
dulgencies, which are paſſed in your In- 
quiſitorial Judicatories, will all be ex- 
poſed to open view, and righteous Judge- 
ment given upon them. Things which 
few common people know any reaſon 
for, will be all fairly ſettled by the 


great Judge, when every work ſhall be 


revealed. 


Your Parliamentary works will alſo 
be brought into Judgement. There is 


none now dare to call you to an account 


for what you do as Lords Spiritual in 
Parliament ; you may vote as you pleaſe, 
and determine as you will, and none can 
kinder you; but for all theſe things you 
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ſhall be brought into judgement, and be 
made to give an account. 


Your works of Charity will alſo be 


brought to light. Religious men, who 
poſleſs ſuch large Benefices, have it in 
their power to do much good to the 
needy and diſtreſſed ;. and your office 
and profeſſion: obliges you. to do good 
and communicate. Out of ten or twelve 


thouſand Pounds, one thouſand every 


year may be eaſily ſpared for the aſſiſt- 
ance of the poor and afflited, We hear 
but little of your works of Charity at 
preſent, and cannot tell how you difpoſe 
of ſo much money, which is ſaid to be 
applied to pious purpoſes ; but every far- 
thing thereof muſt, at laſt, be accounted 


for. I mention thoſe things, to put your 


Lordſhips in mind of what is to happen; 
for you have ſo much worldly employ- 
ment now, that you are in danger of 


forgetting the day of reckoning. Ac- 


cording to our Saviour's account, works 
8 2 1 


— - g3 1 e.. , Aa Ak. a a A 


TR -— i% , * 


SERMON Vit 198 
of Charity will be taken particular notice 
of, when all things fhall be brought to 


Judgement. 7 as an hungred, and 
got gave te nent; IT. thirſty, and you 
gave ne drint; will, at that 0p be 
words worth the tearing: 


3. It vill be Injlattial „gend 
The Judge of all the earth will do right. 
At prefent we often ſee Judgement pers 
verted, and the poor man's cauſe ne- 
glected. The intereſt of friends goes a 


great way in the judgements of this 


world; and if a man Has many friends, 
and much intereſt, he may ſometimes 
have a verdict in his favour, though his 
cauſe be none of the beſt. But when 
God ſhall bring every work into Judge- 
ment, he will judge according to truth, 
and with” infinite impartiality. Riches 
nor rank will then be regarded ; Bi- 
ſhops and Curates will be judged ac- 
cording to their works, and not accord- 
ing to the rank they have held in the 

N 2 Church; 
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Church. And here, my Lords, I am 
afraid that your Reverences will make a 
poor figure. The Curates, as they have 
done the principal part of the Work, will 
be moſt likely to have the chief Re- 
wards ; and it will be certainly but Ju- 
ſtice that they ſhould. The impartial 
Judge of all men muſt certainly pay 
ſome regard to equity ; and it would not 
be equitable to give ſuch rewards to 


. thoſe who have had their good things in 


this life, as to thoſe who have laboured 
hard, and have poſſeſſed almoſt nothing. 
You, perhaps, may think it hard Judge- 
ment to perceive your Curates and Un- 
derlings preferred to their Dignitaries; 
but you dare not ſay that there is any 
injuſtice or partiality in it. It is a grave 
thought, provided you had time to 
think; but matters of this ſort you too 
often put far away from your conſidera- 
tions. Biſhopricks, and large Tempo- 
ralities, may, in this life, through the 
intereſt of friends, and the partiality of 

the 
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the diſpoſers thereof, be obtained for 
perſons who are no ways deſerving of 
them; but when all matters are con- 

cluded, it will be otherwiſe. The Divine 
Judgement will be impartial ;—no tricks 
of policy, nor force of bribes, will have 
any influence upon the Almighty. Mo- 
ney, in your Spiritual Courts, will often- 
times carry a bad Cauſe ; and the influ- 
ence of friends preyent deſerved puniſh- 
ments; when thoſe who are poor, and 
want intereſt, ſuffer for their iniquities 

to the full extent. Things will be ma- 

naged otherwiſe at the General Aſſize, 
when the merits of every cauſe will be 
ſtrictly regarded, and thoſe, who have 
been deſerted in this world, find a friend 
that will ſtick faſter than a brother. 


＋ — 
An » ” 
2 ꝙ¶ — 
- 


4. It will be according to law. The 
Almighty will not judge men's actions 
capriciouſly, My Lords, you will have 
a fair trial. Men's works ſhall be tried a 
of what ſort they are; which ſuppoſes | | 
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that * is ſome law ns rule by which 


they are judged. The law will be fairly 


laid open to every one. The books ſhall 


be opened, and thoſe that are tried ſhall 


be judged out of the things which are 
written in the Books, No perſons will 
have occaſion to ſay, that they are judged 
by Laws which they had no opportu- 
nity to know ; for the Word of God will 
be the rule of all Judgement, If men's 
works are agreeable to Divine Revela- 
tion, there is no fear that they will be 
condemned on account of them; but all 
works of human invention, that have 
been ſubſtituted in the place of thoſe 
commanded in the Divine Word, will 
certainly be diſapproved. . If the Almigh- 
ty had intended that his rational creatures 
ſhould walk according to their pleaſure in 
any ching pertaining to the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, he would never have made it a 


crime to depart from thoſe poſitive rules 


which he hath given in Scripture ; ; but as 


he hath declared the written Word ſuffi- 
| cient 
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cient for all things relating to his Church, 
it is evident that all human contrivances 
are excluded. If all theſe political man- 
Suvres of yours are according to the 


Law of God revealed in his Word, there 


is no doubt but they will be approv- 


ed; but in caſe they are found contrary 
to that Divine Rule, they will be con» 


demned as unlawful, and you yourſelves 
be in jeopardy. Whatſoever any per- 
ſons receive into their religious ſyſtem, 
which is not to be found in the book of 
Divine Laws, muſt be conſudered as evil 
works, becauſe it is received in deſpite 
of that compleat rule of righteouſneſs, 


The Word of God will be a ſufficient 
rule for judging all things; and, with 
regard to what pertains to your Lord- 
ſhips, you will find it competent. By 
this Law your titles, offices, and beha- 
viour, will be tried. If there is ſuch a 
title as Lords Spiritual in the Scripture, 
then your claim to this dignity will pro- 
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bably be accepted, at leaſt you may be 
acquitted for aſſuming it. But, pro- 
vided that is not to be found in the 
Scripture, how will you look, my Lords? 
Before the approach of this ſolemn day, 
let us try if we can find ſuch a title ap- 
plied to men in religious offices. It may 
be of ſome ſervice to you to know the 
truth of this point, for the benefit of 
your own Conſciences ; for if ſuch titles 
are not to be found in Scripture, you 
have now an opportunity to repent of 
aſſuming them, and may preſently give 
them up, with all their appendages 
and, provided they are authoriſed by Di- 
vine Authority, your Conſciences may 
reſt at eaſe, and you may wait the day 
of trial with confidence and aſſurance. 
The word of God gives the title of Lord 
to the Deity, to Kings, Huſbands, Maſters, 
and Prophets; but all theſe characters 
are very different from that of Lord Spi- 
ritual, You are Lords in your own 
houſes, Lords to your wives and ſer- 
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vants; but you cannot be Lords over 
the Conſciences of either of them, nor 
can you lawfully receive titles of Lord- 
ſhip for any religious character which 
you aſſume. In all the Scripture there 
is no Spiritual Lord mentioned, except 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is Lord of Lords and 
King of Kings. This title, as it is not 
to be found authoriſed in the book of 
Divine Laws, you ought quickly to lay 
aſide, leſt the judgement of God come 
upon you unawares, and you be found 
guilty of aſſuming titles altogether con- 
trary to the Law of God. | 


As this dignity is not warranted in 


Scripture, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 


Chriſtians ſhould not afſume it ; but if 
it is poſitively forbidden, it argues great 


guilt to claim honours prohibited by the 


Word of the living God. In the king- 


doms of this world the Laws ſet bounds. 
and regulations to honorary titles, and 
no perſon is allowed to aſſume the titles 


which 


which are due to others; and it muſt 
undoubtedly be criminal, according to 
the Divine Law, for men to claim titles 
and honours which are only dye to the 
Son of God. If a temporal Lord were 
to humble himſelf to be a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, his office would not take 
from him the honours that are due to 
him as a temporal Lord; but his reli- 
gious ofhice would add nothing to his 
Lordſhip, but oblige him to reſign oſſices 
which his temporal character entitled 
him to exerciſe. There is no Law un- 
der the Goſpel for a Miniſter of the 
Word being a Juſtice of the Peace, or 
for any Clergyman being a Civil Magi- 
ſtrate. After carefully ſearching every 
page which has the ſmalleſt relation to 
thoſe matters, I have not been able ta 
diſcover the moſt diſtant hint concern- 
ing the title of Lord Spiritual. If there 
is any ſuch thing, it is incumbent upon 
your. Lordſhips to point it out, for your 
own credit, 


The 
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The Law of God will be the rule of 
judging your office, and your power, as 
well as your titles. There will be no oc- 
caſion to depart from the Scriptures for 
a Law to judge of your office and power, 
as Dioceſan Biſhops. You pretend to 
authority from Jeſus Chriſt to rule over 
whole provinces ; to convey the office of 
prieſthood in perpetual ſucceſſion; to 
paſs cenſures upon ſuch as tranſgreſs the 
Canon Law, or fail in point of obe- 
dience to the rules of the Church ; for 
all which aſſumed authority, you ought 
to produce ſome warrant from the Word 
of God.——But though you may now 
deſpiſe this Divine Rule, you may be aſ- 
ſured that, by this Law, your whole be- 
haviour ſhall at laſt be tried. I promiſed 
to make ſome practical Improvement of 
this ſubject ; but as the whole of the Diſ- 
courſe has been practical, I ſhall con- 
clude, and ſay, Amen. 
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And it came to paſs at noon, that Elijah 
mocked them, and ſaid, Cry aloud : for 

be is a god; either he is talking, or he 
16 purſuing, or he is in a journey, or per- 
adventure he ſleepeth, and mnſt be 
awaked, | | 


HE Prophet Elijah ſeems to have 
been very merry on this occaſion, 

and makes very free with Baal and his 
Prophets. It appears manifeſt from this 
paſſage, that it is no crime for grave 
men to laugh upon proper occaſions, 
and 
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and apply ridicule to things that are ris 
diculous. Though Religion is one of 
the graveſt things in the world, yet when 
it is founded upon abſurdity, and com- 
poſed of ſuperſtitious fopperies, it is no- 
thing more than an object of ridicule. 
I wonder much when Dr, Brown was 
correcting Lord Shafteſbury, that he did 
not fall foul upon the Prophet Elijah; 
for this ſarcaſtieal Prophet has made as 
free with the religion of Baal, and his 
Prophets, as ever his Lordſhip did with 
the Parſons, and the Religion of the 
Church of England. Elijah not only 
laughed at the Prieſts, but even made 
free with their Deity, which ſome Per- 
ſons may think looked very like profa- 
nity; and to the Prieſts of Baal it would, 
no doubt, appear very profane. It was 
well for the prophet that he did not live 
in the days of the Star- chamber, nor re- 
ſided within the reach of the inquiſi- 
tion, or they would ſoon have ſpoiled 
his mirth. It is a ſad thing to laugh at 

the 
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the Clergy, whatever Religion they are 
of; for it is always a ſign of great inft⸗ 
delity, and ſhews that the Church is in 


danger. This Prophet of the Lord, in 


ſome countries, would have paſt for an 
infidel, and been ſtigmatized for a Deiſt. 


He ought to have taken his own way, 


but not to have ridiculed other people's 
God and Religion. It is a weak Reli- 


gion that cannot endure the teſt of Ri 
dicule, | 


Theſe fycophant Prophets of Baal had 
got into favour with Ahab and his Qucen, 
and thought every thing became them. 
The Prophets of the Lord were flain, 
and baniſhed, becauſe they would not 
flatter the  Courtiers, and the Miniſters 
of Ahab. None durſt appear in behalf 
of the true Religion, except Elijah, who 
was a perſon of an intrepid diſpoſition, 
and ſcems alſo to have been a man of 
humour. Let none of the Patrons of 
 Dulneſs and Superſtition exclaim againſt 


treating 
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treating Religious Subjects i in a pleaſant 
and humorous manner, when we have 
ſuch a good pattern for the practice. The 
Prophet here has ſet us a fine example 
for the practice of ridicule with re- 
gard to Religious Subjects, and Religious 
Perſons, 

_ 

Here it may be neceſſary to conſider 
the nature of this Ridicule, which the 
Prophet Elijah practiſed againſt the Pro- 
phets of Baal ; and, ſecondly, to enquire, 
Whether or not it is the teſt of truth, 


or how far it tends to diſcover falſe- 
hood. 


1. The nature of this Ridicule will 
more eaſily be inveſtigated by conſider- 
ing the objects thereof. And there 
are three things in the text which the 
Prophet brings to the ſtandard of Ri- 
dicule. The object of that new national 
worſhip, Baal ;—the worſhip itſelf ;—the 

. worſhippers, 
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j „ 


che manner of their worſhip. 


The object of that new national wor- 


Tp, Baal. He is a god; or, as the He- 


brew reads, Seeing he is a god, cry aloud, 
There! is more meant than meets the ear 
in theſe words. The Prophet was not 
ſo rude and unmannerly as to tell theſe 
Clergymen that Baal was. a Demon, 
though he plainly means as much; 

nor does he affirm that he was a true 
Deity ; for then he would have told a 
falſchood :—but argues upon their own 
principles, and addreſſes them upon that 
Tuppoſition which their practice ſuggeſt- 
ed. Seeing he is a god, and you conſider 
him as fach, try your influence with him, 
and make him prove his Divinity, This 
is moſt terribly ſevere, and yet incom- 
parably delicate. The actions which 
Elijah attributes to this falſe object of 
worſhip carries the degree of ridicule 
to the higheſt paint, Perhaps he i is tall · 


0 * 
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ing. —and cannot hear you through the 
hurry of converſation. To ſuppoſe a 


Deity. ſo embarraſſed with converſation, 


as not to hear the prayers of his Ambaſ- 


| ſadors, i is to make him a perfect Dzmon. 


This is a curious Climax which the Pro- 
phet uſes. He begins with one of thoſe 
common actions which hinders men from 
attending to petitions, the noiſe and hurry 
of converſation, and hereby brings Baal 
town to the level of a finite creature j— 

yea, be makes him an impertinent babs 


bler, who willen he was engaged in one 


ſubject, could take notice of nothing 


_elſe. —But he adds, ar, be is pur fuing.— 


Intent upon a victory, and muſt have bis 


attention called off from o ſerious an 


action before. he 11 hear TINS: Elijah X 
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4 PRA of Mars, the Cod of War, 
whom the Heathens brought 1 in for their 
aſſiſtance in time of battle. Thoſe Pro- 
phets muſt have been very ſtupid 1 not to 


perceive when their God was treated like 
a devil 
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a devil; for this ſarcaſtical Prophet un- | 
deifies him altogether. Or he is in a 
journey. Now he is diveſted of both Om- 

niſcience and Omnipreſence, The Prophet 
poſitively hints that he could not be 
everywhere ; when he was purſuing, 
and in a journey, he could not hear the 

_ prayers of his Prophets.——This was 
bringing him down very low; but he 
adds, or peradventure he fleepeth, and muſt 
be awaked. Now his godſhip is in a doſe, 
and taking a nap. The images are na- 
turally introduced; for firſt, he is con- 
ſidered as talking extravagantly, - then 
purſuing, —afterwards in a journey. 


and at laſt, he falls aſleep. 


Elijah could not have more ſeverely 
ſatirized the Deity of theſe Prophets, 
ſuppoſing he had expreſsly given him 2" 
the bad epithets in the Hebrew lan- 
guage. The falſe prophets could not 
decently be offended at him for treating 
their God in this manner; for their own 
O 2 behaviour 
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behaviour ſuggeſted the ideas which he 


expreſſes. Beſides, as this was a com+ 
parative trial between the God of Iſrael 
and this falſe Deity, the event was moſt 


| lkely to try the force of the ridicule y 


and the experiment, which was now be- 
gun, would in all probability determine 
what was truth or falſehood in the 
matter in controverſy, The man who 
laughs at an abſurd character, even ſup- 
poſe it ſhould be annexed to a Deity, 
does not ridicule a Divine Name, but 
ridicules the imaginary fancies of ſuper- 
ſtitious minds. It would be no reflection 


upon the character of God Almighty, 


for a Chriſtian to laugh at a god made 


of a wafer, though a good Catholick 
might account it profane. It is impoſ- 
ſible for any perſon who has the leaſt 
riſibility to be graye in treating ſuch 
unnatural and abſurd opinions. If any 
grave man ſhould folemnly tell me, that 
the God of the Univerſe took pleaſure 
in a Chriſtian's flogging himſelf for his 

| — ng ſins, 
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ins," I could not help ſmiling at him; 


but 1 Me told me further, that, it was 
40 his ideas of his character, I 


| Hould certainly laugh very heartily, zt 


both him and the Deity which he wor- 
ſhipped. And I ſhould certainly do 
no more than che Prophet Nn did 
in the er wert us. 


ri The a next u kckrules the wor⸗ 
ſhippers of Baal. They had called upon 
this idol from morning till noon, and 
they were ſtill where they were; He 
had paid no attention to their prayers, 
nor ſhewed the ſmalleſt ſign of regard to 
them. Elijah deſires them to ery louder ; 
this implied that there was ſome defect 
in their performance. They worſhipped 
their God as if he had been deaf; and 
the Prophet makes merry with their ab- 
ſurd notion of being heard by heir idol 
for. e much ſ * 
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The Prophet's addreſs to thoſe ſuper- 
ſtitious Baalites is truly ironical and 
ſarcaſtic. Cry aloud, ſays he, when they 
were crying as loud as they were able, 
and cutting themſelves with knives till 
the blood guſhed out. There cannot 
be any thing more ſatirical than to deſire 
a perſon to exert himſelf when he is at 
his ne plus ultra, and can do no more. 
One would have thought that Elijah 
might have paid ſome regard to the Pro- 
 phets of Baal, and conſidered, that 
tiough they differed from him, they 
might mean well in their own-way. - Ab- 
ſurdity may be tolerated, and its vota- 
ries preſerved from the influence of pe- 
nal laws; but it never can have the pri- 
vilege of being free from the edge of 
ridicule. Even grave men muſt laugh 
at what is unnatural and abſurd ;' and 
they cannot help it, provided they have 
any humour in them at all. Elijah, as 
grave as he was, was obliged to laugh 
at thoſe mad Prophets, 


Their 
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Their manner of worſhip was truly 
ridiculous; their odd geſticulations, theib 
jumping upon the altar, and cutting 
themſelves with Knives, and ſhouting 
like madmen, muſt have afforded ' 
ſtrange aſpe&, ' The men were called 
Prophets too,—and were a fort of apes 
of the ſervants of the Lord; they were 
the Queen's Clergy, and the favourites 
of the Court. It was highly laughable 
to find that thoſe Court Clergy ſhould 
have ſo little influence over their Deity, 
and ſtill more ſo for them to conceive 
that an idol could perform divine works. 


The object of all this ridicule we find 
is abſurdity ;—the abſurdity of the ob- 
ject of worſhip;—the worſhippers 1 
and their manner of 9 | a 

Let us now „ ſee how far Ridicul * 
the teſt of truth. | 


* 
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When min make) merry with truth, 

che laugh'/always gots againſt them. 
Let us ſuppoſe: that the »Pronhets of 
Baal had tried their Ridieule: upon Eli- 


jah and the God of Ifrael, it would not 
have been long before their mixth would 


hate been fpdiled ; the trial would have 


deeided the controverſy, and re 


1 


gone 3 one * 


Though ben Is not * 0 
to inveſtigate truth; yet it diſtinguiſhes 
it from falſchood upon trial, and he who 
attempts to render truth ridiculous, will 
at beſt but expoſe himſelf. The friends 
of error generally betray themſelves by 
feeling pain, when the weapon of ſatire 
is employed againſt them; whereas thoſe 
who are conſcious of the truth of their 
cauſe, remain eaſy, and perfectly com- 
poſed when fools laugh at them. Truth 
is like beauty, it retorts Ridicule upon 
thoſe who attempt to throw reproach 


von it. 


Upon 
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Upon the whole, we may ſee from 
the practice of Elijah, that it is lawful 
to treat Religious men and things with 
Ridicule when they deſerve it; and that 
good humour and a grave character are 
not inconſiſtent with one another. Eli 
jah was a grave man, and yet he makes 
uſe of good humour in the caſe before 
us, and applies Ridicule to a very grave 
ſubject. Let none of their Reve- 
rences exclaim againſt the freedom 
which is uſed with the ſuſpicious part of 
their character. If there is nothing 
abſurd about them, ſatire will not affect 
them, 


